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market in consequence of proposed railroads,) 


who had settled thereon, prior to the withdrawal, | 


the right of preémption, at the ordinary minimum 
nice, 00 the lands settled and cultivated by them; 
vith a provision that they shall prove their rights, 
according to such rules and regulations as may be 
srescribed by the Secretary of the Interior; and 
Fall pay for their lands before the day which may 
be fixed by the President’s proclamation for their 
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authorize the construction of a telegraphic line 
from some point on the Pacific to some point on 
the Mississippi. I am now directed by that com- 
mittee to move the printing of five thousand addi- 
tional copies of the bill and report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr 


in the chair.) The motion goes to the Committee 
on Printing. 


Subsequently, Mr. HAMLIN, from the com- | 


| State hbrary in the Union. 


C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


- 


New Sens edad No. 30. 


besides that, he proposes to give a consideration, 
He proposes for the use of the papers, on the 
completion of the work, to give a copy to each of 
the Departments of the Government, and to furnish 
copies to all the members of Congress, and to each 
If these returns are 
not published, but continue to lie in the office, of 
course they can be of no use. This proposition 


3 : st lN will make them useful to the public. I hope there 
restoration to market. tT mittee, reported in favor of printing the additional will be no objection to the passage of the resolu- 
_ Mr. JOHNSON. It is for the public interest | number, and the report was concurred in. tion. 
or that the bill should — ark asceagee rte |} LONDON EXHIBITION. 1} Se eee I should prefer that the 
“it circumstances which re ; : , , || resolution should go over. 
he coal which have been granted to two or three of i] i Ree | Mr. SHIELDS. I think the Superintendent of 
the States for railroad purposes are now withdrawn ‘a 5 of the Ekélen) had — ti the Census Bureau ought to be consulted before 
= the market, but the title is yet in the United || Cen, 0% the Miniter states, requesting some action || we adopt the proposition, because some of the files 
from . : ‘+h | Of Congress in relation to the volumes and medals 
of States, and we still have power to legislate with Il illustrative of the exhibition in London, in 1851, | of that bureau may be essentially necessary to be 
- regard to them. Prospectively, ee | have instructed me to report ‘‘ a joint resolution | Coenen there. . . 

- have parted with them; they have been withdrawn || 6 oo P d J cm Mr. BRODHEAD. I think the resolution con- 
- om the market for the purpose of protecting the || BCCepting certain vo umes and medais presented || tains every provision that may be necessary. It 
fron : | by her Britannic Majesty’s Government to the || : . . 
nd interests of the grants which have been made to United States.” I J ; fe eae le || ia left to the discretion of the Secretary of the In- 

the States themselves; and under these circum- |, coaae o is ae arma a this - gaa | terior, in whose Department this bureau is. 
of stances no action can be taken by those who are || The joint eareeuen = coos voriee ty aoe . Mr. SHIELDS. I suggest that it should be 
of actual settlers upon the lands. J coos 4 ae Co Yas on | left to the Superintendent of the Census. ~ 
a There is a provision in the preémption law the Whole saree ae te at ee thaGlonernan = | Mr. HAMLIN. It seems to me that this is 
4 which requires thirty days’ notice to be given by f the United St o : ° yrs i ae re | somewhat novel. aaa 
ds any one, who is an actual settler on the public || © d ‘e nd h ae he clade “t he ‘ibra _ ¢|| .. Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
~q lands, and designs to claim a preémption right. Co eae "a ' a the acee in a bh gtoel Leg inform the Senator that the consideration of the 
= These reservations having come in unexpectedly, | sae tear ane tart oa t - "Britch G the resolu- || joint resolution at this time is objected to by the 
i} before they have given that notice, they are cut off tion aaa he Pr seu f the Uniced | Senator from Alabama, and therefore it cannot 
a from the benefits of the general preémption law. ss such & manner as the President of the United || now be considered. 
d. The same thing may occur with respect to rail- | Sonar PEARC Pri ‘edema anne tie | Mr. FITZPATRICK. I withdraw the objec- 
8, road grants, which may be made hereafter, if any || ve Fr eth aie = th ee ds of the || UOMzif the Senator from Maine desires to proceed. 
to shall be made. The reservation having taken || U™&S- * a - Aa —_ f th © awards oF the || Mr. HAMLIN. I will suggest to the Senator 
on effect before the thirty days’ notice has been given, \\ there an Mw t r ae i : Set eda | from Alabama that it would be desirable to refer 
- the settlers are cut off and cannot now come for- do ape aa Me oT o fh te Son oa a etal | the resolution to the Committee on Printing. The 
ill ward, enter their land, and pay the money into || oo "aaiiiel meua —- ae ah e torm a aa ‘ || Senator knows that that committee has the subject 
a the Treasury of the United States and secure their | tects ‘of willie aid art hilek ‘sare th that eeiiante | aoe before them. iat 
d. own rights. Nina, sole exhibition. They were cresented ter the ||. Mt. FITZPATRICK. I have no objection to 
18, The object of this bill is to enable them, not- || British G as th oh a ir minist . ; that direction, yoo 
he withstanding that reservation—wherethey arebona | OPUS Gitek enti , “whe. : a Go a ‘ny || ., Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘I haveno objection. Let 
re- fide settlers, and where they shall conform to the || '" oe bi eT hie we ~~ o our nicht of an || it go to the committee. , 
: rules which may be laid down to secure truthfal || 0 te ee alia hoatd be: spirit o wt I] ss resolution was read a second time, 
and fair action in the premises by the Secretary Tein‘ ddaued” poenied anddied hae: Wlekivene | and referred to the Committee on Printing. 
; i ’ ’ | 
he : ths ta tie ar tar Qe an | should accept them in the form now proposed. I || THE SAN FRANCISCO. 
United States that this should be done. It is for || think there can be no objection to the passage of || | Mr. SHIELDS. [ had intended this morning 
the protection of a class of people who are not he The} ution. lati ss bg thaliana to call up the joint resolution reported from the 
on generally well read, or well informed, and who ||. e joint resolution was reported tp the Senate | select committee in relation to the rescuers of the 
. || without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for || troo Ss, passengers, and crew on board the steam- 
of were not aware that they were cut off by the pro- || Chie ‘veal ved dé eee ll tell Ope, passengers, oat 
. vision requiring thirty days’ notice, and who did || ® third reading, was read a third time, and passed. || ship San Francisco, but, as I fear it_ woul nal 
pat not anticipate that the reservations would act so || On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was fere with my honorable friend from Georgia, (Mr, 
se hardly upon them. | Ordered, That the message of the President, and the | Toomps,] who has the floor this morning to ad- 
d. It is consistent with the feelings of the people || 8¢companying documents, be printed. | dress the Senate upon another ‘question, f will 
yst of the States themselves where these grants have || PATENT OFFICE CONTRACT. defer it until to-morrow morning. I hope the 
he been made for railroad purposes. If it takes off | Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- Senator from California (Mr. Gwin] will then be 
pl, from anybody it is from the railroad grantees— || tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, || Prepared to permit it to be called up. ‘ 
nd from the States which have received railroad || and agreed to: or Enns: eee a es Pde ae 
he grants, and it gives the land to those who wereen- || ed." : teens ™ tor be} and be || “OG * Suppose i cannot be taken 1 oe 
ort titled to it before, in obedience to other laws. Hic heonbersdinemtedsn lay Nees tus Renae inesearconae 11 a not desire it to be delayed on my account. 
If this bill be not passed at once, and either of || examination and measurement made of the work and ma- || There is, however, certain information which [ 
+ the States to whom grants have already been made || — maneed eee ee ene wing | wish to lay before the Senate, containing the views 
of should perfect the terms upon which they are to || vopether witha stntcaneme chewing she amount of payments || of the minority of the committee on the subject. 
ses receive the lands before these parties can secure || made on account of said contract since the passage of said || I will hereafter present a statement in regard to it. 
an their preémption, the consequence will be that the | act. TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 
rse preémptors will be cut off entirel , and the States | MANUSCRIPT CENSUS RETURNS. The Senate; as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
willgetthelands. Thesettlers will losethe land, and | Mr. BRODHEAD. [ask the unanimous con- || sumed the consideration of the”bill to organize the 
the Government of the United States will lose the || sent of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution || Territory of Nebraska. 
a money, which otherwise would have been put into || for its consideration at this time. a Mr. TOOMBS addressed the Senate for up- 
ing the Treasury. The bill is just and right, and 1 Unanimous consent was given, and the joint | wards of an hour and a half in favor of the bill 
us am instructed by the Committee on Public Lands || resolution was read a first time. It is as follows: '| (Hiss h will be found in the Appendix.) : 
to ask that it be passed at once. Resolved, §c., That the late superintending clerk of the | M UNTER benined the floor 
in- No amendment being proposed, the bill was re- || census be permitted to use such of the manuscripts now in es UE - — . 
uk, ported to the Senate without amendment, ordered || the census office, as by him may be deemed necessary for || Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Vir- 
to be engrossed for a third reading, wel read a the preparation of his work —— ower en of _ gimia will give way. t is now too late in the day 
third time, and passed. Biteieey nd'tke Lateric ong seanine nade eeutes as in | to coramence a speech, and there is a bill before 
} his judgment may be deemed proper. the Senate providing for the increase of the steam 
ee BILL INTRODUCED. ; ; vessels of the Navy, which I wish to have acted 
for Mr. PEARCE, in pursuance of previous notice, Mr. BRODHEAD. I wish © Mate Wi oy || upon immediately. I therefore move, if the Sen- 
vad asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to || W°TdS rea pe of the joint ee 'S || ator from Virginia consents, that the further con- 
ead direct the reéxamination of the accounts between || S¢%tleman is about preparing a vane oF meee | sideration of this bill be postponed until to-mor- 
tler the United States and the State of Maryland; || f@ctures and mechanic arts of the Unit tates. || ow. 
plic which was read a first and second time by its title, In the preparation of that work he desires to use | Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to yield. 
‘ td tere othe Commies on Finance.” erin ural portion of he cata taunt he motion wpoutpone was srel i 
by TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. Vides were some, however, taken which were not STEAM FRIGATES. 
a Mr. JONES, of Towa. I reported some days 


ds, 
‘om 


ago a bill from the Committee on Territories to 


30 


| 


ublished, and this gentleman wishes to use them. 


Mr. GWIN. I now move that the Senate take 


e will give security for their safe return; and, || up for consideration the bill to authorize the con- 
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truction of six steam frigates, and for other pur- 
pores. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
« second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the pee the Navy 
to cause to be constructed for the United States 
Navy, at as early a day as practicable, consistently 
with a due regard for economy and efficiency, six 
first-class steam frigates, to be provided with screw 
propellers, and peapenry armed and equipped for 
service; the vessels and machinery to be built by 
contract, or in the Government navy-yards, as 
the Secretary of the Navy may think most advisa- 


' 
| 


| 


ti 
1} 


compromise. 1 ask that it be referred to the 
proper committee. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 do not see the pro- 
priety of presenting the proceedings of private 
meetings in the city of New York, or in any other 
portion of the Union, in open House. 
provides that they may be presented and referred 
at the Clerk’s desk, and [ ask that the rule may 


| be adhered to. 


ble for the public interest, and to appropriate || 


$3,000,000, to be expended under his direction, for 
the purpose mentioned, and for altering, complet- 
ing, and launching the frigates Santee, at Kittery, 
and Sabine, at New York. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I may state that 
this bill has met with the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs in the other House, and 
has been reported to that body, but has lain there 
for two months without being taken up for consid- 
eration. 


lt is in exact accordance with the recom-, 


TheSPEAKER. Thecommunication can only 
be received and referred by unanimous consent. 
Objection is made, and it cannot therefore be re- 
ceived. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Sorters,} who sits 


|| near me, in consequence of the indisposition under 


mendation of the Secretary of the Navy, and, I | 


believe, meets with the concurrence of the whole 
Senate. 
It is a matter of pressin 
be acted on now. The iene states that if the 
bill becomes a law, he wishes to begin immediately 
with the construction of the vessels. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, 

nd the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 23, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | 


by Rev. Henny Sricer. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 


business to be the call of committees for reports. 


MISSOURI COMPROMISE. 

Mr. WHEELER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present a communication 
which I have received this morning. I ask that 
it may be read for information. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the following com- 
munication, for information: 

New York, February 20, 1854. 

Srr: On behalf of several thousand working-men and 


I have not heard any opposition to it. || 


| 


iF 


importance, and should || 


which he is suffering, may be allowed to sit with 
his hat on. 

There was no objection, and the proposition 
was assented to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- || 


munication from the War Department, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the House 
of June 14, 1848, atranscript of the Army Register 
for the year ending June 30, 1853, which was laid 


| upon the table. 


Mr. ELLISON. 
of the House to present a petition, and have it re- 


| ferred. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I object, and insist upon 


|| the regular order of business. 


| mittee on Public 


Mr. WARREN. I am instructed by the Com- || the land office at Flint, and on arriving there he 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


| committees for reports, commencing with the Com- 


nds. 


mittee on Public Lands to report back the memo- 


rial of citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for a law | 


granting one hundred and sixty acres of land to 


| soldiers of the various wars, without regard to the 


time of service, and ask that the same do lie upon 


|| the table. 





other citizens of this city, who assembled in mass meeting | 


on Saturday evening, 18th instant, to express their senti- 


I will simply remark that this petition is upon 


| the same subject which was before the House two 


| gaged in th 
| was the other day, by the action of the House, re- 
| ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 





ments in regard to the repeal of the Missouri compromise, |) 
|| S48 How proposes. 


I have the honor to address to you a report of their proceed - 
ings on that occasion, and to request you, in pursuance of 
the last resolution contained therein, to present these pro- 


ceedings to the House of Representatives, at the earliest | 


convenient Opportunity, that that honorable body may be | 


officially advised of the sentiments of the working-men of || 


the city of New York on the momentous question now 
pending »efore Congress and agitating the country. 


[ am, sir, your obedient ere hiMPaON 
£ § , President. 


JOSEPH P. 

Mr. WHEELER. I now ask that the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting may be read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe the old rule of 
the House provided that any member who de- 
sired to present a memorial should state briefly 
its contents, and then have it referred. 

a from New York will follow this course, 
am willing that the business of the House shall 
be waived for that purpose, although against the 
rule recently adopted; but if he proposes to have 
it read at length 1 shali object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 
he SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina calls for the regular order of business. 
Reports are in order from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ihave no objection to the 
reference of the memorial. What I objected to 
was its reading. 

Mr. WHEELER.. I will state that the com- 
munication I have presented is the prospedings of 
a meeting of the working-men of the city of New 
York, protesting against the repéal of the Missouri 


If the | 








| or three days ago, and having been disposed of by 


the House, ! make this motion with reference to it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Previous to making any 
motion, | desire to ask a single question. The 
bill introduced by myself some time since, grant- 
ing bounty lands to the soldiers who had been en- 
e military service of the United States, 


of the Union. I desire to know whether the vari- 
ous memorials and papers then accompanying that 
bill will also be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole? 

The SPEAKER. They were not; they were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I have no objection 
to the reference which the gentleman from Arkan- 


The memorial was accordingly ordered to lie 
upon the table. 


Mr. WARREN also, from the same committee, 
reported back House bill (No. 74) ‘* granting the 


|| right of way, and making a grant of land, to the 
| State of Arkansas, to aid in the construction ofa 


railroad from a point on the southwest boundary 
of the State of Missouri, in a line from, Spring- 
field, Missouri, to Bentonville, Arkansas, via 


River Raft, to be denominated the Western Bor- 
der railroad,’’ with an amendment, in the form of 
a substitute; which, with the amendment, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the establishment of 
a land office in the Lower Peninsula of Michigan; 
which was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask that the bill may be 

ut upon its passage. 
F The bill wae toad through by the Clerk. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and printed. It seems to me that 
the chief object of the bill is to provide for some- 
body who wants an office in the State of Mich- 


I ask the unanimous consent | 


The rule | 


I ask that the gentle- | 











| for already, without providing for others hastily, 


and without investigation. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will merely say, 
the gentleman from Virginia, that his SUPPOSition 
is erroneous, and that the bill is not designed to 
give an appointment to anybody. The object is 
to meet the public interests in that part of the State 
of Michigan. The report of the Commissioner of 
Public Lands will satisfy any candid and ingenu- 
ous man that such is the fact. 

Mr. LETCHER. It seems to me that this is 
a matter of no great moment any way, as the pub. 
lic lands are now going. Gentlemen from the 
West claim the whole of the public lands; and, | 
presume, from the intimations which have been 
made upon this floor, that, sooner or later, they 
will have the power to assert that claim.” Then 
why put the Government to this additional ex- 


in reply to 


| pense, especially when there has been no oppor- 


_ about the necessity for its passage ? 


tunity to investigate the bill, or to know any thing 
Mr. STEVENS. Itis pro 


poees to locate this 
office at the northern end of t 


e lower peninsula 


| of the State of Michigan. There is now no land 


| office within two hundred miles of that spot, with 


the exception of the one at the Sault Ste. Marie, 
which itis very difficultto reach. The othertwo 
land offices in this district are at least two hun- 


| dred miles away from the section of country in- 


tended to be benefited by this location, and can 


only be reached at certain seasons of the year, in 
consequence of the lakes being frozen up and nav- 
igation discontinued; and, at any time, it is at- 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to the call of || ‘ended with a great deal of expense for a man 


desiring to locate lands to reach those offices. | 
know an instance of a man who went through the 
Straits of Mackinaw to locate a forty acre lot at 


| found that the lot had been located by another 





/a gentleman in the 


party. He thus incurred an expense equal to the 
price of the land. If there is any spot in the State 
of Michigan, or in the United States, where a land 
office would be beneficial, it is this very place that 
I am now talking about, and where | wish to have 
the office located. 

The question was then put on Mr. Lercurr’s 
motion; and, on a division, there were—ayes 46. 
_Mr. LETCHER. I demand tellers on the mo- 


tion. 
Mr. HAVEN. I listened with great attention, 


| for the purpose of possessing myself with the fea- 
| tures of the bill, but I was unable to doso. Now, 
| Lam quite willing and desirous to accommodate 


the gentleman from Michigan, if there be nothing 
objectionable in the bill. I am quite satisfied that 
the gentlemen in this part of the Hall cannot vote 


| understandingly unless the bill be again read. | 


did not hear the explanation of the gentleman from 
Michigan, though f listened with attention. 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be again read. 
Mr. DISNEY. I nppecnone that there is hardly 
ouse who will hesitate to 
vote for the bill, after a few moments’ considera- 
tion of the facts of the case. They are few, and 
may be briefly stated. It is simply proposed to 
rovide for the location and cstubhs ment of a 


| land office at the extreme northern point of the 
_ lower peninsula of Michigan—that region of the 


State where there is a large quantity of the public 


'land. Many people have to go one hundred and 
| two hundred miles south to find a land office. 


Now, the only question involved is, whether the 


/ } | Government will create this additional land office, 
Bentonville, Fayetteville, Van Buren, and Fort || 


Smith, to the southern boundary north of the Red | 


in view of the great convenience thereby to be af- 


| forded to the people of that remote region of coun- 


| try, and exempt them from traveli 
| hundred miles to locate small tracts o 





ng some two 
fland. That 
is all about it. I repeat that I am satisfied, from 
the very nature of the case, that there is not a gen- 
tleman on this floor who would hesitate to vote 
for the bill, on being acquainted with the facts. 
There is nothing in the bill but provision for the 
location and establishment of a land office at that 
remote portion of the State of Michigan. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It is said around me 
that the bill makes a land grant. 

Mr. DISNEY. No, sir; it only provides for 
the establishment of a land office. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Let the bill be read, so 
that we may know exactly what are its provisions. 

The bill was again read through. 

Mr. HAVEN. I believe that we in this part 
of the House now understand the bill. It is for 


igan. I think there are enough of them provided || the location and establishment of a land office in & 
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new and remote country; and if the bill comes from 
























their approbation, as I understand it does, | hope 
it will pass. 

Mr. MORGAN. I would ask the gentleman 
from Michigan how many land offices there are 
now in that State; and how near the nearest of 
them is to that proposed to be established by this 
aa STEVENS. There are only five land of- 
fices in the State of Michigan. One of them is 
located in the city of Detroit, one at Kalamazoo, 
one at Ionia, oneat Flint, in Genesee county, and 
one at Sault Ste. Marie; making, in all, five land 
offices in the State. Inthe northern part of the 
State there is no office, and the nearest one to 
that proposed to be located is that at Sault Ste. 
Marie, which is over a hundred miles distant. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should liketo know whether 
the bill proposes to abolish . 

The CPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from New York oa Monrean} has the floor. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Virginia to propose his question. 

Mr. LETCHER. The question I desire to ask 
from the gentleman from Michigan is, whether we 
cannot abolish some of the old land offices when 
this new one is created; whether there is any sort 
of necessity to keep them all open there? 

Mr. DISNEY. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would reflect a moment he would remem- 

er that there is a law on the statute-book which 
provides for the discontinuance of a land office in 
a district where the amount of public lands in that 
district is less than a hundred thousand acres. 
There can be no office unless that or a larger 
amount of public lands is in the district. The 
Committee on Public Lands have considered the 
whole matter in this bill, and it is to be supposed 
they have done so with fairness, as they under- 
stand all the facts. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said the passage of this 
bill would assist very much to break up one of the 
greatest abuses existing under the General Gov- 
ernment. The lands in that region were very much 
in demand for their timber, and, for want of a land 
office there, the people were too much in the habit 
of taking the timber without buying the land; 
which they would be the last to do if there was a 
land office there. People went to the timber coun- 
try and made their selections; and, having done so, 
they dared not leave them to be gone several weeks 
to enter them. 

The establishment of this office would do much 
towards doing away with our present system of 
keeping up what is called ‘the timber agency.’’ 
Men are sent out there to prevent timber stealing. 
But they do not do any suchthing. Their friends, 
and those who pay tribute to them, steal all they 
er Others are allowed to steal and get the 

umber to the vessel. Then the agents seize it, 
sell it, and put the money in their own pockets; 
and if the depredator complains, these agents per- 
secute the depredators to penury and want in our 
United States courts. 

These agents have collected hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars, but they have never paid one 
dollar into the Treasury; and they are now prose- 
cuting honest men in our courts, merely because 
they—having mistaken section lines, after having 
given up all their lumberand paid damages—have 
sent me vouchers to show the Secretary of the In- 
terior, to prove that, while they were sent out to 
keep men from stealing lumber, they themselves 
are stealing money; or, what is the same thing, 
taking money and not paying it into the Treas- 





ury. 
bam for getting rid of these agents. They have 
imposed upon the Government long enough. They 
have oppressed western lumber men long enough. 
And, as one of the best means thereof, | hope this 
office will be established. I therefore move the 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER. Tellers have been demanded 
on the proposition to refer the bill. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

_The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to be referred tq the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and to be printed ; 
which question was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

_ The House divided; and the question was de- 
cided in the affirmative—89 rising in support of it. 








| that it do pass, 











On motion by Mr. DISNEY, it was 


Ordered, That the Commitiee on Public Lands, to which | 


| was referred the memorial and papers of William Darby, 
| be discharged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


LANDS FOR RAILROADS IN WISCONSIN. 
Mr. DISNEY. [am directed by the Committee 


| on Public Lands to report to the House, Senate bill 


No. 149, “‘ granting a portion of the public land 
to the State of Wisconsin, to aid in the construc- 
tion of arailroad and a branch road in that State,”’ 
with an amendment, and with a recommendation | 


The bill was reported to the House by its title. | 
The amendment reported by the committee was | 
to add at the close of section first, the following : | 


Provided, That no land on either side of said road, south || 


of Janesville, shall be granted to the State of Wisconsin by 
virtue of any provision of this act. 


Mr. DISNEY. It seems to be desirable that 
this bill should be put upon its passage. Perhaps, | 


in that view, it may not be amiss to say a word || 


or two, and but a word or two, in relation to it. 


This bill provides for the grant of land in the | 


State of Wisconsin for the purpose of construct- 
ing two railroads, one from the southern boundary 
of the State, running northerly by way of Janes- 


ville, in Rock county, and Fon du Lac, on Lake || 


Winnebago, to such point on Lake Superior as 
may be designated under the authority of that 
State; and for the construction of a branch road | 
from Janesville, by way of Madison, to the St. | 
Croix river, near the falls thereof, in said State. 
From Janesville south there is a road being 
eonstructed which connects that town with Chi- | 
cago, and thence, by existing railroads, with other 
portions of the Union. The bill, as it came from 
the Senate, extends this grant down to the south- 
ern boundary of the State. But asa portion of the 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| The bill having been engrossed, it was subse- i} have considered it, all [ may be allowed to state to 
the Committee on Public Lands and meets with || quently read a third time, and passed. | 
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the House is, that my advocacy of railroads is 
limited to those cases, and those only, where in- 
dividual proprietors, owning the same lands with 
the Federal Government, through which it was 
proposed to construct said roads, would deem it a 
matter of pecuniary advantage and sound policy 
to have them constructed. 

{ make this remark in order to get behind all 
questions of constitutional objection. The com- 
mittee decided, and it has been conceded by every 
one who has given any attention to this matter, 
that the General Government, as the owner of this 
public domain, has the right to make such dis- 
position of it as shall enhance its general value, 
under that general clause of the Constitution which 
gives Congress the power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations in regard to the 
Territories of the Union. This view of the ques- 


| tion has been sanctioned by our present Execu- 
| tive, and the advantages to result from it have 


been set forth in the report of the Secretary of the 
Interior, during the present session of Congress, 
and sustained, too, by the opinions of the-Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, in his ref- 
erence to the past experience and the results 
which have ensued from similar grants. Besides 
all this, even Mr. Calhoun himself has heretofore 
avowed and sustained this very doctrine; and, 
with the permission of the House, in order that 
they may understand precisely the views of the 


| committee in regard to the position we occupy as 


road between Chicago and the town of Janesville || 


is, in fact, substantially constructed, or being con- | 


structed, and the means provided therefor, we | 


thought it not politic, upon the part of the Gov- 
ernment, to aid in the construction of that part of 
the road; hence the committee have recommended 
the amendment which has been read, which is to | 
strike out so much thereof as refers to lands which | 
lie south of the town of Janesville. 

Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. 
Does the Speaker decide that when a bill has been | 
sent to us from the Senate, and is read a first and | 
second time for the purpose of reference, and af- | 
terwards it is reported back, it must not be again | 
read a first, second, and third time? 

he SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the | 
bill received its first and second reading, under the | 
rules of the House, before its reference, and.the 
question is now upon ordering the bill to be read 
a third time. 





° st] 
Mr. MILLSON. I did not understand the Chair || as the representative of a part of the proprietors of the land 
| to be benefited. 


to decide that it was read when referred to the | 
committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does so decide; 
and that it is now before this body, upon order- 
ing it toa third reading. The question, however, 
is first upon the adoption of the amendment re- 

rted by the committee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


mittee of the Whole House would not have pri- 


ority? 
Mr. DISNEY. Certainly. 
Mr. SMITH. ThenI make that motion. 


Mr. DISNEY. The ae eee from Ohio || 


{[Mr. Disney] does not yiel 
pose of any such motion. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 thought the gentleman said | 
that such a motion had priority ? 


the floor for the pur- 


Mr. DISNEY. I did say so; but the gentleman | 


cannot make the motion while I occupy the floor. | 
I was about proceeding to state, Mr. Speaker, | 
that those two roads were intended to place the | 
central and northern parts of the State in direct 
communication with the Atlantic States of the 
Union. They traverse a portion of the State which 
now constitutes a part of the public domain, upon 
which there are vast tracts of public lands not now | 
alienated from the General Government, but still | 
remaining in its possession and ownership. The 
amount of land which would be granted by the 


| 


to the pending bill, and all similar bills, | now beg 
leave to call their attention to a passage from the 
report made by Mr. Calhoun, in 1846: 

** Your committee will next proceed to consider that por- 
tion of the memorial which relates to the communication by 


railroads between the valley ofthe Mississippi and the south- 
ern Atiantic States. They regard works of the kind as be 


longing to internal improvements, (that is, improvements 
within the body of the States,) and, as such, are, in their 
opinion, not embraced in the power to regulate commerce. 


But they are, nevertheless, of the opinion that where such 
roads, or other works of internal improvements, may pasa 
through public lands, the United States may contribute to 
their construction, in their character of proprietors, to the 
extent that they may be enhanced in price thereby. This 
has usually been done by ceding alternate sections on the 
projected line of such works; and it is believed that no 
mode of contributing, more fair or better calculated to guard 
against abuses, can be devised. That Congress has a right 
to make such contributions, where there is reasonable 
ground to believe that the public lands will be enhaneed in 
proportion, under its right to dispose of the ‘territory and 
other public property of the United States,’ your committee 
cannot doubt. In making this assertion they bold to the 
rule of strict construction, and that this power, like all the 
other powers of the Government, is a trust power, and, as 


| such, is strictly limited by the nature and object of the trust. 


In this case the rule requires that the lands, and other public 
property of the United States, should be disposed of to the 
best advantage ; and where that can be done by contributing 
a portion to works which would make the residae equally 
or more valuable than the whole would be without it, as is 
supposed, they hold it would be strictly within the rule. 
Your committee go further. They are of the opinion, not 
only that Congress has the right to contribute to the extent 
stated, in such cases, but that it is in duty bound to do so, 


It would be neither just nor fair for it to 
stand by and realize the advantage they would derive from 


| the work without contributing a due proportion towards 


its construction. It would be still less justifiable to refuse 


| to contribute, if its effects should be to defeat a work, the 


|| construction of which, while it would enhance the value of 
| the land belonging to the public, and that of individual pro- 


prietors, would promote the prosperity of the country gen- 


I wish to inquire | &™!'¥-” 


whether a motion to commit this bill to the Com- || 


In all this I fully concur, as J remarked a mo- 
ment ago. I take occasion, however, to say, that 
in the course of the present session of Congress 
I shall show, in a report which I shall present in 


| connection with another bill, what I hold to bea 


strictly constitutional rule with regard to the power 
of the Government in the disposition of its pub- 
lic lands. I repeat, sir, that I only make these 


| remarks now in order to show the members of the 
| House that, in reference to the pending bill, there 


is no question of constitutional law involved. It 
is simply a practical question, addressing itself to 
the good sense of the gentlemen of the House. 
It is simply a question whether they will make 
such donations of the public lands as will enhance 
the value of the public domain, carrying along 
with it all those auxiliary considerations of the 
great general benefit it will confer, and the immense 
pecuniary benefit it will bring to the State of Wis- 
consin in this particular case. 

There can be no doubt that the donation of 
these lands to aid in the construction of the rail- 


rovisions of this act is about two millions and a || roads for which they are to be given will have 





f of acres. Viewing the bill as the committee 





| the effect, not only to enhance the value of the 
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said, it will bring to the Government ready pur- 
chasers for the land which it reserves for itself, 
and settlers for the land; thus the Government 


will be greatly the gainer by the proposed grants; 
and its effects upon the Auantic cites will be ob- 
vious to every one. As I have said, it brings di- 
rectly in contact the Atlantic ports of the Union 
with the resources which may be developed by 
the consequent improvernent and settlement. of 
central and northern Wisconsin. With these re- 
marks, | leave the matter in the hands of the 
House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
glad if the House would, just for one moment, 
give their attention to this subject. I understand 
that this bill has been but just reported to the 
liouse. 

TheSPEAKER, It isa Senate bill, passed by 
that body, received here, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. It was this morning re- 
ported back by that committee to the House. 

Mr. SMITH. So I understand it. It has 
been referred to a committee of this House, and 
only just now reported back with an amendment. 
It has never before been Jaid upon our tables. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I desire to know if the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Disney] has yielded the floor al- 
together? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
did conclude his speech, and tookhis seat. The 
gentleman from Virginia is now entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. JONES. Then [hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will, before he concludes his remarks, 


move to refer the bill to the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. SMITH. That is just what I propose to 


do. 

Mr. LETCHER, I ask my colleague to yield 
me the floor, to enable me to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands [Mr. Disney] a 
question, 


Mr. LETCHER. I understand there are, in 
all, some two hundred bills of this character, pro- 
posing to donate the public lands in quantities 
from half a million to two or three lias ata 
uume. 

I desire to make this suggestion to the gentle- 
man, which I hope will be acceptable to Fin — 
that we should take all these bills together, and 


consider and discuss them fairly, when we shall | 


have had an opportunity to examine them all. 
W hat objection can the committee have to that? 
Mr. DISNEY. Ido not understand the gen- 
tleman’s point. 
Mr. LETCHER. I will repeat my suggestion. 
I understand that there are some two or three 
hundred of these bills at this end of the Capitol, 


to two or three millions of acres each for the pur- 
poses of these improvements. Now, my inquiry 
of the gentleman is this: Why cannot all of these 
bills be reported at one time, and direeted to be 
printed, so that we may have an opportunity to 


consideration and discussion in this House? 

Mr, DISNEY., The very idea which the gen- 
tleman from Virginia suggests was one of the very 
first ideas that suggested itself to the Committee 


on Public Lands with reference to these bills. 


to have as many of them before usas we possibly 
could before we came to any decision on the sub- 


ject; but they came in in such numbers that we | 


found it utterly impossible to adopt any such idea 
as that suggested by the gentleman. 
There is one idea involved, rather than ex- 


presess, in the remarks of the gentleman, which | 


He speaks of the multitude | 
of these bills, and the amount of land involved in | 


desire to notice. 


each. Well, now permit me to state to the gen- 
tleman that he need not entertain any very great 
alarm or apprehension as to the extent to which 
the Committee on Public Lands of this House will 
go in that regard. Iam not authorized to make 
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lands in the State of Wisconsin, but, as I have 


I should be very | 


| deliberately upon the question before it? 


| ments 


| to satisfy the demands made on it. 
or at the other, or at the two combined, and that || 


they propose to donate from five hundred thousand | 


' eighty-three millions of acres of the 


not probably report to this House bills embracing || 
lands to a greater amount than fifteen or twenty 


millions of acres in the whole; and that will only 
give to each of these States an amount equal to that 
which has been granted to the State of Illinois. 
Mr. LETCHER. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands suggests that I need not 


be at all alarmed at the idea that the committeeare | 


going very far in disposing of the public lands, for 
that he thinks the probability is that they will not 
grant more than fifteen or twenty millions at a 


' tume. 


Mr. DISNEY. In the whole. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, they have begun, 
in this bill, with two millions and a half acres. 
It will not take long to make up fifteen or twenty 
millions at that rate. 

Mr. DISNEY. That may be. 

Mr. LETCHER,. There are now two or three 
hundred of these bills before the committees of the 
two Houses, and others are being daily presented; 
and [ should like to know what proportion of the 
public lands they embrace. My suggestion to the 


| chairman of the committee grew out of the fact 


that 1 wanted to see ali these bills together, in 
order to ascertain whether there are public lands 
enough to supply all these grants. 

Mr. SMITH, (resuming.) I think the House 
will, at least, admit that 1 have granted very lib- 
eral indulgence to the gentlemen who have inter- 
rupted me, I rise now merely for the purpose of 


| calling the attention of the House to the real im- | 


portance of this question. Will the House act 
Will 
they seriously and intelligibly consider the bills 


| reported for their adoption? 


The bill is one from the Senate; and, as I re- 
marked before, was referred to the Committee on 


| Public Lands, which reported it back with amend- 
The bill, then, now for the first time on | 
|| our table, is to be definitely acted upon. 
|| this House—I ask every member on this floor— 
|| if they are able to act intelligibly on the bill? 

|| they k 

Mr. SMITH yielded the floor for that purpose. || 


I ask 


Do 


now its features? Have they any more in- 


formation on the subject than that afforded ” the | 
chairman of the committee who reported it? 
| they been able to look over the printed bill which 


ave 


has been laid on our desks? And, in the name 


of common sense, will this body of Representa- 


tives of the people act on such an important ques- 


will be passed. I think that this House ought 
not to countenance such a proceeding. 


the way remarked, we shall not have land enough 


half a million a year. It is difficult to tell what 


‘| amount of land will be required for that purpose. | 
| 


We have another bill to satisfy the soldiers who 


| have been engaged in the public defense in the 
We! 
|| are informed by the Secretary of the Interior, that 
investigate them, and some time fixed for their | 


war of 1812, and the various Indian wars. 
to carry out the provisions of that bill, some 


main must be disposed of. 


But the question, I again 


Believing that it will not, | now move that the bill 


| be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
| state of the Union. 
Mr. DOWDELL. I am a friend to the railroad | 
system; but if this bill be now forced to its pas- | 
sage, I shall be compelled to vote against it. I 
want these matters investigated. There is but one | 
| rule to be applied in the disposition of this matter; 
| and that is, we are to act the part of a wise trus- | 
| tee; and the road that does not come within the 
| line of that policy ought not to be patronized. 


any such declaration; but upon a full view of the | How, then, are we to determine without investi- 


present state of the facts, having reference to all 


tion ?>—and how can we investigate unless the | 


the bills now before the committee, and which | bill be sent to the Committee of the Whole on the 
will probably be presented, I think I shall not err || state of the Union, that we may all have an op- 
a great deal when I say that the committee will || portunity of understanding the facts ? 
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| The pub 


| state of the Union. 
| investigated; and if it should turn out that it 
_ comes not within this line of policy, I am willing 
| to see it defeated. I shall not vote for any meas. 


|| this Union. 
| ing lands shall be enhanced in value, and that the 
| Treasury of the United States shall receive no det- 


| Mr. Speaker. 


public do- | 
If you give all the | 
|| railroads the land which they ask, these objects | 
_of your bounty, involved in the bills to which I 
|| have referred, will have nothing but the cuttings | 
We were animated by a most anxious solicitude || of the public domain. 

h say, isthis: Will this House act on this bill with- 
| out opportunity being afforded members to thor- 
oughly investigate and properly understand it? | 
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This sueteta at best, is unequal in its operation 

ic domain has been acquired by the com. 
mon treasure of the whole Union; and while [ hai! 
from the State in which a great portion of the land 
is public land, I am unwilling to give my support 
to any policy which would operate unjustly to 
the older States of the Union. 


I am for equality—it is democratic. It is con. 


_ trary to all democratic principles to make any dis- 
| tinction in the disposition of these public lands 

| The granting of alternate sections to railroads pro- 
_ ceeds on the principle that the remaining land will 


be enhanced, and thereby that the Treasury of the 
Government will receive no detriment. 
Now, sir, let these grants for roads be investi. 


_gated. Let every bill be thoroughly examined; 
/and I again say, if this one be now forced to 
| its passage, that I shall be constrained to vote 


against it. I have introduced a bill fora like pur- 
pose; it has been carried on the Calendar, and js 
now before the Committee of the Whole on the 
I am willing that it shall be 


ure which would do injustice to the old States of 
I must be satisfied that the remain- 


riment. Iam opposed to this policy, and there 


| are other friends of mine in this House who are 
| also opposed to it, and who will vote against this 
| measure if it be put directly on its passage. [{ 
| therefore move to refer the bill to the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, and on 
that I ask the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion for the 
previous question already pending, made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Smiru.] 

Mr. SMITH. 1 withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DISNEY. T hope the gentleman from Ala- 


_ bama will withdraw his call for the previous ques- 


tion, to enable me to make a statement. 

Mr. DOWDELL. I will do so, if the gentle- 
man from Ohio will renew it. 

Mr. DISNEY. Of course I will. 

The SPEAKER. Is the demand for the pre- 
vious question withdrawn? 

Mr. DOWDELL. I have consented to with- 


'| draw it on the ground that it be renewed by the 
| tion, involving such serious principles, without | 


| being intelligibly informed of what it is doing? 
Yet we are called on to do it; and the gentleman | 
from Ohio [Mr. Disney] gets up here gravely, 

and with his usual intelligent manner, and seems | 
|| to consider, as a matter of course, that the bill 


gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. COBB obtained the floor. 
Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make a statement, 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 


|| bama, not having spoken, has a right to the floor; 
|| and if he insists upon it, the Chair must so de- 
|| cide, under the rule. 

If we go on in this way, as my colleague over | 


Mr. COBB. “Mr. Speaker, I regret that my 


|| colleague, [Mr. Dowpex1,] who, | am perfectly 
We have the | 
homestead bill, which is to satisfy the wants of || 


satisfied, is determined to do what he believes to 
be right, has not investigated the case to his entire 
satisfaction, so as to enable him to determine 
whether he will vote against it, or for it, on its 
merits. 

A Memober. There has not yet been time to 
investigate it fully. 

Mr. COBB. It has been a question before Con- 
gress for several sessions. I have been, from the 
commencement of this Congress, disposed to refer 
everything to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union, or to the Committee of the 
|| Whole House, as the case might be. I advocated 


that policy at an early day of the session; and [ 
thought that it was generally adopted. Butsince 
action was taken on the question then, I have seen 
bill after bill reported here, and put upon its pas- 
sage. I believed, sir, that that was the fixed de- 
termination of the House. 

It is due to my constituents, to this House, and 


|| to myself, to say that when I reported a bill pro- 
_ posing to grant to the State of Alabama lands for 


the purpose of constructing a railroad therein, | 
embraced in that report my colleague’s bill. He 
then urged upon me to procure it a final and favor- 


'| able report, believing the principle of it correct. 


am satisfied that the gentleman then investigated 
this very measure, now under discussion, as thor- 
oughly as he has investigated his own, and which 
investigation enabled him to arrive at the conclu- 
sion that it was correct. And | am satisfied thet, 
when he has considered it, he will not hesitate for 
a moment to support this measure with his whole 
heart, and with that ability which distinguishes 
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him. 1 believed, sir, as I said before, that it was | 
a determined and fixed policy of the House to refer } 
| ' 


all bills; and from this consideration, I did not || 
insist that the bill providing for grants of lands to || 
the State of Alabama should be then considered, 

but be referred to the Committee of the Whole on |) 
the stateof the Union. 

Mr. Speaker, my opinion is to-day, that if this |, 
policy of putting bills on their passage immedi- |) 
ately be pursued, the bill to which I have referred 
has gone where it will never again be resurrected. | 
But shall I do injustice to the applicants in this | 
case, because, perhaps, those cases in which I was || 
interested have been injuriously affected by the || 
action of the House—its previous determination 
to have all questions referred to the Committee of || 
the Whole on the state of the Union. I am not | 
one, Mr. Speaker, who is disposed to oppose. a | 
‘ust measure, because I failed to secure justice in 
regard to a case equally meritorious, in which I | 
was interested. ; 

Do justice to all mankind, and trust to their lib- 
erality to do justice to you. I am going to vote || 
for this measure. I am going to vote that it shall || 
beconsidered now, and considered fairly and prop- || 
erly. If there are gentlemen upon this floor who || 
have not maturely considered the matter, [ am 

erfectly willing that the consideration of it may 
c postponed for a very short time, for the purpose 
of enabling them to satisfy themselves of its par- 
ticular bearings. 

I have so considered it as to satisfy myself of | 
its justness; and | believe that the provisions of | 
this bill embrace the principles, merely, involved || 
in all the grants heretofore made to the various 
States, since we have commenced this system of || 
making grants for railroads. Why do I say that? || 
A large gues of these roads provided for in this 
bill—as | could exhibit to you, if I had a map be- || 
fore me—runs through a portion of the public || 
lands remote from settlements, and which are not || 
yet brought into market. The lands through which | 
these roads pass, and which will not be taken up || 
by the roads, will be increased in price to two “a 
lars anda half per acre. The Government will sell | 
the lands contiguous to the roads at that price, and, 
consequently, will be benefited thereby; whereas, 
in all phages other lands, which lie near 
some of the roads, to aid in the construction of 
which we have made grants, will not be worth || 
two dollars and a halfan acre, and cannot be sold 
by the Government for that sum. Therefore, I 
believe all the reasons which have supported the || 
grants we have made to other roads, will more ef- 
fectually apply to this than to them. 

The result will be a benefit to the General Gov- | 
ernment; and I am going to support this policy | 
with all my heartand strength. But, sir, while I 
do this, | am determined, by any action of mine, || 
not to avoid the State of Alabama—my own 
adopted State. Her bills are upon the Calendar; 
and if they are to sleep there, while this House || 
determines to pass the bills for Wisconsin and 
other States, as reported by the committee, let it 
be so; but I shall appeal, in due time, to this House || 
to do justice to all the States. 

Illinois, under grants made a few years ago, re- | 
ceived two millions five hundred thousand acres of 1 
the public domain. It has been the policy of the | 











| involved in the measure now before the 


| of the Union. 
_ course of polic 


\| the Whole on the state of the Union never will | 


i] in Committee of the Whole? 


| as regards the whole policy of the Government, | 


| mittee of the Whole. 
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Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman from 
Alabama permit me to address a question to him? 
How does the gentleman propose to enforce his 
rule? Suppose the present Committee on Public 
Lands limit this year the grants to two millions 
and five hundred thousand acres; | ask, would 
they not come back here next Congress and ad- 
vocate another grant? 

Mr. COBB. So far as I am myself concerned, 
perhaps | might do so, if I believed it would pro- 


| mote the interests of the General Government, not 
| only if the individual States receiving these mil- 


lions of acres, but the old States, that during | 
former days took it all to themselves, and that are 1} 


|| now refusing to make to their younger sisters | 


similar grants of the public lands. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I do not in-| 
tend to enter into the consideration of the policy | 
ouse, 
but I desire to repeat what | have said heretofore | 


| upon various occasions, as to the propriety or | 
_ impropriety of putting bills upon their passage, || 


when they come from committees. I must con- 
fess that f inet see the evils which many gen- 
tlemen seem to see in such a course of proceeding 
upon the part of the House. I do not intend to | 
impugn the motives of those gentlemen who take 


| the ground that this bill, and similar bills, ought 


to go to the Committee of the Whole on thestate 

I do say, that the effect of sucha 
is to throw all those measures 

into a vortex, from which they will never be re- | 

lieved. Everybody knows that the great mass of 


business upon the Calendar of the Committee of | 


be reached, and never can be disposed of. 

But suppose you make this bill a special order 
What will be the 
course of things then? Suppose you appropriate 
a week for its dicussion, and you will either have 
a debate upon the Nebraska question, or have a 
discussion among my good friends, the Hards and 
Softs of New York; or you will have a discussion |, 
and this will all take place upon this particular || 
bill, if it shall be made the special order in Com- | 
I do not see the necessity | 
for any ——— of this question. Should it }; 
be postponed? The question isa mere simple one; || 
the policy of appro — lands for railroad pur- |, 
poses in different States has been discussed over || 
and over again. It has been investigated; and || 

entlemen upon all sides of the House have doubt- || 


| less made up their minds upon the question of the 
titutionality and good policy of maki ts || ume. 
| of land for the purpose of constructing railroads; || The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 


of land for the purpose of constructing railroads; 





| investigation, unless it is in peculiar cases. 
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tention ofthe House to the following section of 
the bill: 


“Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the lands 
hereby granted to said State shall be disposed of by said 
State only in the manner following, that is to say, thata 
quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and twenty 
(120) sections, and included within a continuous length of 
twenty miles of said road or branch, may be sold; and 
when the Governor of said State shall certify to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior that any twenty continuous miles of 
said road or branch is completed, then another like quan- 
tity of land hereby grantéd may be sold ; and so from time 
to time until said road and branch are completed; and if 
said road or branch road is not completed within ten years, 
no further sales shall be made, and the land unsold shail 
revert to the United States." 


Now, if this be a pattern for all the bills of this 


|, character which are to be brought in here; if we 


are to authorize the State in which the land is 
granted, to dispose of one hundred and twent 
sections of land, and then abandon the project <A 
together and build no railroad, I cannot vote for 
such a bill. If the bill be amended so as to obvi- 
ate this objection, however, so far as | can now 
see, | will vote for it. 

Mr.STANTON. I am not now discussing the 
merits of the bill, nor do | now propose to ex- 
press any opinion as to the propriety or impro- 
riety of its particular provisions. | have heretofore 
voted for many of these railroad bills, and | know 
of no reason why I should not continue to vote for 
them. I will not say whether this bill is judicious 
in all respects or not; that is not the question we 
are todecide. I am opposed to the proposition to 
refer to the Committee of the W hole on the state of 
the Union. I do not believe we gain anything in 
the investigation of these bills by postponing that 
I do 
not believe that we work any injury or mischief 
by considering these cases when they first come 
up. I believe that you will double the amount of 
useless work and unprofitable discussion by send- 
ing this bill to the Committee of the W hole on the 
state of the Union. The same things will be 
brought up over and over again; you will have 
over again all the discussion that we have had this 
morning, and a great deal more that will not be 
pertinent to the bill, and the effect, in my judg- 


|| ment, will be, in all probability, to defeat the bill. 


A Memser. It ought to be defeated. 

Mr. STANTON. It may be that it ought to 
be defeated, but after sufficient intelligent investi- 
gation of it. The House may as well defeat it now 
as at any other.time, if that is to be its fate. 

Mr. DISNEY rose to obtain the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, also rose at the same 


so that [ do notsee that it requires much time upon | having spoken once upon the subject, the Chair 
the part of any gentleman of this House to con- || awards the floor to the gentleman from Tennessee. 


sider that question. 

Then another question is raised as to the pro- 
priety of the location of this road. I suppose that 
a speech or two of an hour’s length upon the part 


| of gentlemen who understand the question, would 
} . : 
| enlighten the whole House in regard to it, and 


enable them to make up their minds; and I sup- 
pose, after a debate of two or three hours, confined 
to the real point involved in the bill, that the House | 
would be just as well prepared to vote upon the 
question as if we were to debate it aweek. Enter- 





Committee on Public Lands thus far—and I trust | taining that opinion, | hope that we shall now 
they will endeavor to carry it out—to bring the || take action upon the bill; and I shall vote for or 
other States up to an equality with IIlinois, and to || against it, as gentlemen will satisfy me that it is 


make two millions five hundred thousand acres of | 


land the maximum amount which they will grant | 
to other States. 


have, as the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Lercuer] says, enough land to meet the three 
wg he says—— 
r. ER, (interrupting. 

are there, then? - ps Sp ape 

Mr. COBB. Not one third as many as the 
gentleman said. I say, if we carry out the princi- 
ple which we have determined upon, and give to | 
ovens Date, including all she has heretofore re- | 
cei¥ed, the amount of two millions five hundred | 
thousand acres of land, to put themon an equalit 
with Illinois, we shall only do justice to them all, 
What is there in this course that gentlemen need 
be so much alarmed at?) We are determined that 
no State, including what she has heretofore re- 
ceived, shall in any event receive over two millions 
five hundred thousand acres, and we intend to 
confine every one of them to that amount. | 


| 





| which might take 


right or wrong. I do not see that anything is 
ained by postponing action upon this bill and re- 
lasing it to the Committee of the Whole on the 


benefited or further enlightened by any debate 
lace there. There is no rule | 
requiring that this bill, or that any other bill, unless’ 
it contains an ea of ae should go 
to the Committee of the Whole. e violate no 


upon the bill now. I understand that the gentle- | 
man who reported the bill desires to bring the de- 
bate to an immediate close. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the | 
gentleman from Tennessee how it is possible that | 
a person who has not read the bill, or looked into | 
the amendments, as reported, can act intelligibly | 
upon the question now before us? 
Mr. STANTON. I think that the bill has been | 
lying upon our tables for two or three days. 


Mr. PERKINS, of New York. 


I call the at- 


Mr. DISNEY. I do not desire to make an ar- 
| gument, but | merely wish to remind the Chair 
| that I have not spoken upon the motion now 
| pending to commit the bill. I will, however, ask 
the gentleman from Tennessee to yield me the 
floor to make one or two statements, and. first to 
| inform the House that the form and provisions of 

this bill are designed by the Committee on Public 
Lands as a model, which will be observed and 
applied to every bill which they introduce into the 
| House, proposing to donate alternate sections of 
| the public lands to aid in the construction of rail- 
| roads. The Senate Committee on Public Lands 
| have also agreed to the same form; and all the 
| bills of this character which are introduced into 
| both Houses will, therefore, conform in their pro- 
visions precisely to the one now under consider- 


If this policy is adopted, though we may not || state of the Union. We sheuld lose time by that | ation. 
| course, and I doubt whether the House would be | 


Another fact which I desire to state is, that if 
the House refer these bills to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, to take their places 

upon the Calendar, it is perfectly obvious that they 
will never be reached in their order, and would not 
| if the House were to continue in session for twelve 


rule of the House or of propriety by taking action | months. 


| Mr. LETCHER, (Mr. Jones still holding the 
| floor.) Will the gentleman allow me to ask the 
| gentleman from Ohio a question? 

| Mr. JONES. I would, if the question did not 
| have to be followed by an answer. 

| Mr. LETCHER. Only a single moment. | 
| desire to know of the gentleman from Ohio if these 
| railroad companies have been chartered by the Le- 
| gislature of Wisconsin ? 

| Mr. DISNEY. They have. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand that the object 
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is to make the appropr 
the Legislature to granta charter. 


iation of land, and then get | 
| suppose from | 


that fact that the road never would be made at all [ 


unless Congress furnish the means. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to reply to the gentle- | 
man from Virginia. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman wil! have awhole 
hour to reply. 

Mr. DISNEY. I only wish to reply to the in- | 
terrogatory cf the gentleman from Virginia. He | 
asks if the roads have been chartered. I am ad- 
vised that they have been, but the gentleman will | 
remember that this is nota grant to companies; | 
itisa grant of lands to a State for a particular | 
purpose. 

Mr. JONES. [ cannot give way for debate; I 
must claim the floor. 


Mr. FULLER. 


Will the gentleman from Ten- | 





nessee allow me to ask the gentleman from Ohio | 
a question ¢ 

Mr. JONES. No, sir,l cannot. My position | 
with regard to these bills making grants of lands | 
for railroad purposes is known. My general 
position with regard to the putting of bills upon 
their passage when reported from the committees 
is also known. 1 think that, as a general rule, 
when bills are reported here from committees, | 
they should go to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, or to a Committee of fhe 


Whole House, so that each and every member of |' 


this House may have an opportunity, not only of 
examining ad: understanding the bills, but of 
proposing such amendments to them as he may 
think right. 

1 concede that there are bills so clearly and 
manifestly right in themselves, containing, per- 
haps, but a solitary proposition, that when they 
are reported here, the House may properly, by 
unanimous consent, put them upon their passage. 
But, in the case of a bill of this sort, involving a | 
grant of hundreds of thousands, if not millions of | 
dollars’ worth of ra and involving, too, 
principles of the very highest importance, I sup- | 
pose all will agree with me that it is next toa 
moral impossibility that a committee of nine gen- | 
tlemen, five of whom compose a ee and 
quorum of the committee, can: prepare a bill of 
this sort which, in all its features, will meet with 
the approbation and sanction of a majority of this 
House. 

I am opposed to the general principles and fea- 
tures of this bill, yet if it is to pass, there are pro- 
visions in it which I wish to have altered and 
amended; but a motion has been made to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and consequently no proposition to 
amend it is in order. 

One of the provisions of the bill, which I wish 
to see amended, is the second section, which pro- 
vides that the sections or parts of sections of land 
which, by this grant, shall remain to the United 
States, within six miles on each side of the road 
or branch road, shall not be sold for less than double 
the minimum price of public lands when sold, nor 
shall said land become subject to private entry 
until it shall have been first offered at public sale | 
at the increased price. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I would inquire of the | 
gentieman from Tennessee if he will vote for the 
bill if that section is amended ? 

Mr. JONES. I will tell the gentleman whether | 


I will vote for the bill or not when I am called || 


upon to give my vote. Now, however much I 
may be opposed to the bill in its general features, 
I am, if possible, more opposed to the principle 
which that section proposes to establish than I 
am to the principal object and design of the bill. 
W hat is the effect of this second section? It is to 
give each alternate section of this public land, and 
then to double the price of what remains, in order 
that the Treasury of the United States shall not | 
suffer loss by the donation. Suppose we give | 
three quarters out of each section, and then pro- 
vide that the remaining quarter shall not be sold 
for less than five dollars per acre? We would give | 
the road three times as much land as is proposed | 
by the bill; and when we had sold the remaining | 
quarter at five dollars per acre, your Treasury 
would be just as full, just as rich as if we had sold | 


the entire body of the land at one dollar and twenty- | 
| 


five cents per acre. 
to tax the settlers. 


But what is the effect? It is 
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cultivators of this land pay the amount of money | pretend, or will any other gentleman pre 


which shall be necessary to construct the road for 


the benefit of a few corporators who own stock | 


in it. 
But, said the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. D1s- 


|. NE¥,] who reported this bill, it does not propose 


to give land to the company. Neither did the 


Illinois bill ee to give land to the company; 
but what was 


one by that State? What did the | 


OBE. 
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tend, that 
these lands were sold by their former occupants, 


by those ae who intended to settle on them 
and to cultivate them ? ; 

These lands, sir, were, I presume, sold to per- 
sons who bought them on speculation ; and it would 
not alter the fact—as I understand it—that this 


|| increased price, under this section, is a tax upon 


Legislature of that State do when this Govern- | 


ment had given it the land lying along the lines of 
its railroads? Did they sell those lands, and in- 
vest the proceeds in the stock of roads for the 
benefit of the State? 
land should be invested for the benefit of the 
veople? My understanding is that they gave the 


and to the company who were to construct the | 
I have seen it stated, but [ do not know || 


road. 
how true it may be, that some $350,000 worth of 
stock had been sent to the family of one gentle- 
man, who was a stockholder of that road. Per- 


haps he had not paid as many dollars for that 
stock. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. The stock 


| was unpaid stock. 


Mr. JONES. I saw it stated, also, that they are 


| selling the alternate sections which were given to 
, the gentleman’s State, and by that State to a com- 


pany, for prices which will construct the road 
and leave a surplus. I do not know how that 
may be, however. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. With the gentleman’s 
permission, I will make a single suggestion. If 
the company are selling their lands at these high 
prices, which I presume is true, the actual settlers, 
who paid two dollars and fifty cents per acre for 
their land, and which the gentleman from Tennes- 


see seems to think agreat hardship, are enabled to | 


sell it at the same high price. 


another thing. The State of Illinois did not grant 
the land to the company absolutely without con- 
sideration. ‘They received each year, as a con- 
sideration for that grant, so much of the proceeds 
of the work 

Mr. DISNEY, (interrupting.) Seven per cent. 

Mr. JONES. What is the amount? 

Mr. DISNEY. Seven per cent. of the gross 
proceeds of the work. 

Mr. JONES. Seven per cent. Well, Mr. 
Speaker, suppose the sale of this land produces 
money enough to construct the road, if the State 
had the proceeds, and had invested it in the stock 
herself, it seems to me that, instead of getting 
seven per cent., the dividend declared by the com- 
pany, she would have got five, six, seven, eight, 
or ten per cent. profit, which might have been 
made, and would have been made on the entire in- 
vestment in the work. 

Mr. DISNEY. Will the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee allow me to read for his information, and 
for that of the committee, an extract from the re- 

ort? 


Mr. WENTWORTH. 








I would remind the 


| gentleman that the State could not have done so at 


It is to tax the cultivators || 





the time, having had to break down 

Mr. JONES. Well, I suppose, if she had got 
the money out of these lands, she could have 
broken up again. 

Mr. DISNEY. If the gentleman from Tennes- 
see will permit me, 1 will read an extract from the 
report of the commissioner, with reference to the 
expense and operations of the railroad. It is as 
follows: 


** To afford these settlers an opportunity of making selec- 
tions, the lands along the proposed route of the road were, 
for a short period, withdrawn trom the market, most of them 
being of little value to the States where they are, or to the 
General Government, until the grants were made, and till 
it was ascertatned that the road would be constructed ; and 
they were then bought up with avidity, and are now con- 
sidered as the most choice and valuable.”’ 


The commissioner goes on with his statement: 


*« During the half year ending the 3lst December, 1850, 
the quantity of land sold and located within the district 
traversed by the road was 342,000 acres; and the alternate 
sections which were reserved to the United States were 
released from the reservations and brought into market in 
the months of July, August, and September; and during 
that and the next succeeding quarter, 1,274,000 acres were 
sold—an increase over the corresponding half year next 
preceding the construction of the road of over 932,000 
acres—which the General Government sold in addition, in 
consequence of the Jocation of the road and of the grant.” 


Mr. JONES. That may be all very true, and 


of the soil within six miles of the line of the road || I doubt not it is; but who was it that purchased 
for the benefit of its company. 


It is to make the |! these lands? 





Does the gentleman [Mr. Disney} 


Did they require that this | 


|| hands of the actual settlers. 


those who shall settle on these lands, who shall 
cultivate them; and that the benefit thereof shall 
inure to the capitalists who hold stock in the road 
I am told, sir, however, that ’ 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (interrupting. ) Mr 
Speaker 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 

| Tennessee yield to the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. JONES. I have no objection, sir, to allow 
him to correct me, if | am in error. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would state to the 
gentleman from Tennessee that my understanding 
about that matter is this, that nine tenths of these 
lands which were sold by the General Govern. 
ment at these enhanced prices went into the 
The town sites, the 
| depéts, and such places as these, passed into the 
hands of the speculators; but the balance passed 

into the hands of the occupants themselves, of 
| those who are either settied there now or intend to 
settle there. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, if the land ig 
bought by the actual settlers at this rate of two 








|| and a half dollars per acre, I ask the gentleman 








from Illinois if this additional one dollar and a 


|| quarter is not paid by these settlers for the acre of 


land because the road runs alongside of it? 
He is required to pay four hundred dollars for 
| the one quarter section because you have given 
the quarter section adjoining his to the railroad, 


|| If you had not done that he could have purchased 
I desire to call the gentleman’s attention to 


his quarter section for two hundred dollars. Now, 
| sir, suppose you let the Government sell all the 
land for one dollar and a quarter per acre, and 
| then, when these lands are sold, let the men own- 
| ing them pay the additional two hundred dollars 
'in stock to a railroad company, then their land 
| will be worth two dollars and a half per acre—— 

Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) Will the 
gentleman allow me to interrupt him a moment? 
| Mr. JONES. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. McMULLIN. I do not understand that 

the House has determined to consider and dispose 
of this bill at the present time. 1 suggest, most 
| respectfully —— 
| Mr. JONES. I did not yield to allow the gen- 
tleman to make a speech. I supposed he merely 
| desired to ask a question. 
| Mr.McMULLIN. Very well. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, if the Government 
| would sell all these lands at the minimum price of 
| one dollar and twenty-five cents, and then, when 
| the owners shall believe that it is their interest to 
locate and construct a railroad through their coun- 
| try, and that it would enhance the value of their 
lands, let them, in the exercise of their rights and 
| their discretion, contribute this two hundred dol- 
| lars per section in addition to aogies paid for 
| the land, and invest that in railroad stocks; they 
would then have their land, and have two hundred 
dollars invested in stock, upon which they would 
| receive the interest or dividends which would ac- 
crue from the operation of the road. 
| Tam told by my friend from Illinois [Mr. 
| Ricnarpson] that this was not an absolute grant 
| by the State of Illinois, to that company, of the 

immense grant of land given to that State, but 
that the company is required to pay to the State 
seven percent. upon the gross proceeds of that road. 
I do not know what these lands will sell for; but 
suppose for about $5,000,000; and suppose that 
would be sufficient to construct that road. Sup- 
pose, further, that the gross proceeds of that should 
‘be ten per cent., it would amount to $500,000. 
Upon that, the State of Illinois would receive 
“seven per cent., instead of getting the entire lands, 
| and the entire gross proceeds, less the amount to 
defray the expenses of the road during that time. 
Now, sir, as I said before, as much as | am op- 
posed to the general principle of giving away 
‘these lands, | am more opposed, if possible, to 
| increasing the sections reserved by the Govern- 
_ment, and daubling the _ thereon. I ask my 
‘friends from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,} from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Eastman,] from Towa, [Mr. 
Hewxn,} and my friends from every other new 
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State in which public lands are situated, how they | Union, I move that the House proceed to the con- || of money expended; but when we appropriate and 
can reconcile their consistency in supporting this | sideration of business upon the Speaker’s table. 


for which they have been contending for years and 
vears, and in the support of which 1 have aided 
them, and in which | am now ready to go with || 
them? 


principle with their support of that other principle | 
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i 
| 


Mr. JONES. 1 hope the gentleman will not | 





dixpose of all the lands of the United States, it 
exhausts the supplies, and we have no means of 


insist upon that motion, and I will finish what | | returning to the people of the United States that 


have to say in a minute. 


Mr. DEAN. Does the gentleman intend to | 


I allude to the principle of graduating the || move the previous question before he takes his 


price of the public lands. How can they reconcile || seat? 


the principle of the graduation of the price of the || 


Mr. JONES. I do not think I shall; but I will 


public lands with this principle of doubling the || not occupy more than a minute more with my | 


price of the sections retained by the Government? 
There is, sir, another feature in this bill which I 
think should be amended. The bill provides— 
«‘ That the said railroad and branch shall be and remain 
a public highway for the use of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, free from toll and other charge upon the trans- 
portation of any property or troops of the United States.’ 


Just after the word ‘‘ troops,’ I should like to 
have inserted the words ‘‘ and the mails of the 
United States.’? I think that if this Government 
give the land out of which the means for con- | 


just and proper that these railroads should, at least, 
carry the mails as well as the troops, and such 
other property as the Government may require, 
free of charge in all time to come, 

Mr. EASTMAN. I will cite the gentleman 
from Tennessee to the fifth section. 

Mr. JONES. 
and it is not exactly what I think it ought to be. || 
If the amendment i have proposed was inserted, || 
I should then move to strike out the fith section, || 
which reads as follows: 


“Sec. 5. ind be it. further enacted, That the United 














States mail shall be transported over said railroad and 


branch road, under the direction of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, at such price as Congress may by law direct: Pro- 
vided, That until such price ts fixed by law the Postmaster 
Geueral shall have the power to determine the same.”? 


Now that provision contemplates that the prices 
must be fixed by Congress upon this particular 
road; and until they fix such prices, the Postmaster 
General is to determine what shall be paid this 
company for carrying the mails upon it. As I 
said before, I desire to see this section stricken 
out, and a provision inserted in the third section 
providing for the transportation of the mails free 
of cost, as the troops and other property of the 
United States are transported. ft was Rot my 
intention, when I got the floor, to enter into a dis- 
cussion of the merits of this bill. I do not feel 
myself competent to do so at this time; but I feel 
it due to myself that I should make a few remarks 
touching the proposed passage of this bill without 
reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. The commencement of this 
ac kept this House from considering all other 

usiness, except railroad grants, for about six 
months of the first session of the last Congress. 
If it be adopted again at this session, I know 


railroad bills the Committee on Public Lands may 
have I know not; but we must take them as they 
present them. They cannot be amended in this 
Jouse. You see from the situation of this one 
that they can be passed under the operation of the 
prevess question, after short explanatory speeches 
y the gentlemen who reported them. I do not 
know how many bills my friend from Alabama 
(Mr. Cons} may have ready for action when this 
one shall be successfully disposed of here. I know 
that some have been reported, and have gone to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. But pass this one, and how easy it will 
be for the friends of these various propositions— 
even those which have been reported and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union—to get up other bills in the committee, 
something different, butimmaterially so, from those 
already reported and referred, bring them in here, 
and pass them upon the report of the committee 
without opportunity for discussion, and without 
opportunity for amendment, or proposition even 
for amendment. 
__ I think sound policy requires of the House that, 
if we intend to give all the business a fair chance, 
we should refer these bills to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. Why, it is 
the general impression here now, that when bills 
are referred to the Committee of the Whole they 
are lost. 
Mr. DEAN, (interrupting.) I rise to a privi- 
leged question. With a view of moving to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Committeee of the Whole, and the Calendar comes | 
up for consideration, if any member desires to | 


pre by the first bill which is called up in its order | 


the chairman, he moves that it be passed over. | 


| The majority may direct that it shall be passed 


| inheritance which is more valuable than anything 


which has ever descended to the American people 
save liberty itself. If the view which I take be 
correct, these appropriations are unconstitutional. 
Ido not propose, however, on this occasion, to 
enter into a discussion of the constitutional ques- 


remarks. I merely wish to state that every bill | tion. Such discussions have degenerated to such 
| in the Committee of the Whole is in the hands of || a condition that the House is neither willing to 
| a majority of that committee. The rule is as | 
| plain as anything can make it; when you go into | 


listen or attach weight to them, 

[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by the hand of Mr. Macuen, its Chief Clerk, 
notifying the House that that body had passed a 
bill and ,joint resolution of the following titles, 
and requesting its concurrence therein: 

S. 228. ‘* An act for the relief of gettiers on 


over, and the next bill comes up, which the ma- | lands reserved for railroad purposes;’’ and 
jority may also pass over, and so on, until ey 
structing} railroads can be realized, that it is but || come to the one they wish to reach, and whic 





| 
} 


| Whole on the state of the Union. 


| put, it was decided in the negative. 
not when we shall get through them. How many || 


| eration of the business on the Speaker’s table. 


| now under consideration was first presented by | 


| that it should be referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union; but povediving 


| 


Happily, we have none of this latter class | 


sed to take them up. 
Mr. SKELTON obtained the floor. 
Mr. DEAN. I move that the rules be sus- | 


| pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot take | 
the floor from the gentleman from New Jersey for | 
that purpose. 

Mr. DEAN. 1 suppose the morning hour has 
expired, and that itis in order to move to pro- | 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the | 
Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. DEAN... I make the motion, then; and I | 
now move that the rules be suspended, and that | 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 


The question was put; and, upon a division, 44 
rose in the affirmative. 


The SPEAKER (Mr. Jongs, of Tennessee, in || this country, if its progress in prosperity be as 


the chair) announced that the motion was not 
carried. 

Mr. DEAN. Lask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Dean and | 
Vait appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 54, noes not counted. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to proceed 
to the business on the Speaker’s table; and, being 


So the House refused to proceed to the consid- 
Mr. SKELTON, (resuming.) When the bill | 
the Committee on Public Lands, I was anxious 
that there is a disposition on the part of the House, 
or at least on the part of the friends of the bill, to 


urge its immediate passage, and discussion having 
taken place, I feel conzirained, on this occasion, | 








| ations, shall go to the Committee of the 
| on the state of the Union. 





believe that distinction not to be valid. — 
| But I have another objection to the bill. [t con- | 


to offer a few remarks in opposition to appropri- 
ations of this kind. I thought at first of raising a | 


| question of order upon this bill; but that question | 


having been heretofore raised and decided ad-| 
versely, I will state the reason why I believe it 
ought to go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The bill contains an ap- 
ropriation of public lands. The rules of the 
ouse require that all bills containing orneere 
hole 

The decision of the 
House, heretofore made, is that appropriations of | 
public lands are not appropriations of money, and | 
| therefore do not come under that rule. Now, I 


' 
i 


tains an sppeppeaiion of lands to aid in the con- | 


| struction of internal improvements. I believe that | 


S. R. 12. “A resolution accepting certain vol- 
umes and medals presented by her Britannic Ma- 


| the majority are disposed to take up. The only | jesty’s Government to the United States.”’ 
| exceptions to this rule are general appropriation | 


Mr. SKELTON, (resuming.) 1 was — to 


| bills, and bills for raising troops, &c., in time of | remark, that the distinction between the money 
| war. 
| at this time; and I see no difficulty in getting at | the latter. 
| these bills in Committee of the Whole on the state | appropriate money out of the public Treasury for 
I have looked at the fifth section, || of the Union, whenever the majority may be dis- | the construction of these roads than I would ap- 


and the land of the United States was in favor of 
I will say here, that I would sooner 


pmeenie the public land. When that land is ex- 
austed, we have no other; and the effect of that 
exhaustion will be felt in the country for hundreds 
of generations to come. For what purpose is the 
public land intrusted to the care of the representa- 
tives of the people? Is it not, sir, that it should 
be cultivated? that it should be settled? that it 


| should yield sustenance for our kind, and like- 
| wise, that it should be productive of health, of 


commerce, of trade to the whole country? 

This Government is in its infancy. The policy 
about to’be adopted, whether correct or otherwise, 
will be felt for generations yet tocome. Look 
back at the history of our country. Look at the 
brief period which has elapsed since the first set- 
tlements were made on this land. Look at the 
rapid strides which civilization, agriculture, and 

| the arts are making toward the Pacific ocean. 
| Consider that the child is now born who will see 


| great in the future as it has been heretofore, cov- 
ered with a population of 200,000,000. Is itof no 
consequence, then, whether this land go into the 
hands of corporations or that of the actual settler? 
I might dwell on this point at length; but I do not 
| propose to make any extended remarks at this 
time. All I desire is, simply to call the attention 
of honorable members to the result of this action 
on the future prosperity of the Union. I object to 
these appropriations because they are unjust; 
,and any injustice done by the Congress is an 
injury to the country. 

Our institutions and our Government must rest 
on the eternal and immutable principles of justice. 
If we want to sap the foundations of liberty, de- 
stroy the morals of the people, and the happiness 
of our common kind, then overlook the demands 
of justice, and your object is accomplished. It is 
unjust to thé older States to appropriate these 
lands for internal improvements in the new States. 
We claim a common inheritance in these lands. 
I might dwell en that point; but I ahall pass it 
by saying that it is unjust to the new States, it is 
unjust to the States where the land is located, 
and, if anything, more unjust to them than the 
older States. hat will be the effect, this land 
in the harids of corporations? It will be to in- 
crease its price, and put it into the market; and 
one of the weightiest objections to this bill was 
that urged by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jowes,] that it increased the price of the land and 
excluded the poor toiling millions from settling 
on it. 
| But, sir, it has been remarked—and the only 

ument that I have heard in favor of this appro- 
priation, is—that the increased price of the re- 
maining lands counterbalances the value of that 
ranted away; and that, therefore, the General 
yovernment suffers no loss by the transaction. 
[Some interruption having taken place, ous 


| lands are the sameas money; indeed I believe that || to the noise in the Hall, Mr. Skertron suspend 


| they are much more valuable than money. When 
| we expend the public treasure of the country and 
| exhaust the amount in the hands of the United 
| Stdtes Treasurer, the loss rests with the amount 


| his remarks for a moment. 


Resuming them, he 
_ said:) 

| | was about remarking, Mr. Speaker, when I 
\| was interrupted, that the proposition which hes 
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been made, and which is now before the House, 
is that these grants of alternate sections of public 
lands are calculated to increase the value of the 


remaining lands, Objection has already been 


made to that proposition; but let us look at it for 


a moment, and what does it amount to? 

If the construction of railroads increase the 
value of the public lands remaining in the hands 
of the people of the United States, would it not 
be wise for the Government to construct these 
roads herself,and so obtain all the increased value 
of the lands? If it is legitimate for this Govern- 
ment to obtain these lands, and to hold them for 
the purpose of speculation, would it not be wise 
and prudent for her to still hold and sell them in 
small quantities,and for the Government Treasury 
to make appropriations in money for ithe aid of 
these railroads? 

In addition to this, let us examine this policy 
for a few moments, and what does it amount to? 
It must be admitted that if the Government has a 
right in this way to improve the public lands, for 
the purpose of increasing theic value, and of thus 
increasing the wealth of the country, then, on the 


same oe a Som she would have a right to go into | 


these lands by the assent of the General Govern- 
ment and cultivate them. Because if there is any- 
thing that will improve the value of the lands, it 
must be, above all things else, the hand of the in- 
dustrious man, who enters, and tills, and culti- 
vates it, On the same principle, 1 say, that we 


would make grant of alternate sections to enhance | 


the value of the remaining lands, so we should 
cultivate and improve the lands. Just look where 


this policy is leading us; look at what we are | 


going to in our pursuit of it. 


This policy of making grants of the public lands | 


for railroads is one of the most objectionable sys- 
tems of internal improvement that has ever been 
decided on under this Government. Itis a system 
without limits, without restriction, with no bound- 
aries to it. As my friend justly remarked on the 
floor, a few moments ago, let us examine first, 
and ascertain whether we have land sufficient now 


to supply the demands that are made upon this | 


Government. What would be the effect if it should 


turn out that we had not? Suppose we go on anid | 


pass bills granting public lands, without examina- 


tion, and without looking at the results, and sup- | 


pose that the Government finds when it comes to 
surrender possession of the lands for which it has 
made donations, that we have not lands enough 
left, will not these men to whom donations may 


be made come in and ask to be remunerated for | 


the lands donated to them, but which they did not 
get possession of? 
claim on the Treasury of the Government? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Lam just told by a friend 
at my side that there is at present a bill before us 
for remuneration for a grant of land which has 
not been delivered over to the grantee, 

Mr. LETCHER. Yes; a bill of that sort came 
in here the other day. 

Mr. SKELTON. A bill to that effect has been 
just reported from the Senate, Because some per- 
sons go in and settle on these swamp lands before 
they get into the possession of the person to whom 
they were donated, the grantee comes and asks the 
Government to indemnify him for the value of the 


lands granted to him, but which he did not pro- | 


cure the possession of. ~ 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If that be so, I think 
the bill a very unjust one. I did not know any- 
thing ebout it until told by my friend. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. It is acorrect bill, if 
it be the one introduced last session, that is al- 
luded to. 

Mr. SKELTON. I have another objection to 
these donations. It is, sir, that we are not only 
disposing of the public lands in a manner which 
is unwise, and which, in my opinion, is detrimen- 
tal to the best interests of the Government, but 


Will they not have a legal | 


that we are hindering the settlement of the coun- | 


try, and increasing the value of lands by build- 
ing up corporations. Sir, this Government is 


building up the most gigantic system of corpora- | 


tions ever seen in the world anywhere; histor 
presents no parallel to these corporations which 


we are bringing into existence; whose interests | 
would be identical in these enterprises with those | 


of railroad corporations. 
Wy, sir, railroads constructed by private en- 
terprise, already extend over the United States to 


in addition to that, under contract and in process 
of construction, twelve thousand miles more. The 
amount of capital already invested—and private 
capital, too—is between five and six hundred mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Here allow me to say that [ ain not inimical to 
railroads. They are in accordance with the wants 
of the age. I like to see them progressing and 
extending all over our common country. | like 
to see them everywhere; but I desire that they 
shall be constructed by private enterprise and cap- 
ital, without any interference on the part of our 
Government. 

Now, sir, while we cherish these institutions 
as useful, and as indispensable to the wants of 
the age, it becomes necessary that this Govern- 
ment should, as far as possible, see that all proper 
restrictions and restraints be thrown around them. 
Concentrated wealth is always dangerous to the 
liberties of the people. Concentrated wealth of 
this kind, in the hands of railroad companies, 
which extend themselves from one extreme of the 
country to the other, and which employ and have 
under their control hundreds of thousands of 
men—TI say, wealth concentrated in such corpo- 
rations as these, exercise a greater influence upon 
the Government than the old United Statés Bank 
ever did or could exercise. 

{ think it is well for us to pause, before we thus 
contribute the funds of the General Government to 
create a power which will seek hereafter to control 
the legislation of the country. We should en- 
deavor to throw around them some restraint, and 
thus give security to the liberties of the people. 
We have already seen those institutions coming in 
here and demanding to control the legislation of 
Congress. We had during the last session, and 


we have had during this session, propositions be- | 


fore this House to exempt railroad companies from 
the common faxation which is imposed upon 
other classes of society, and that their associa- 
tions should be permitted to import the products 
of our common country duty free. They demand 
that there shall be a discrimination made in their 
favor against the farmer, the mechanic, and the 
artisan who use the article of iron. 

Is there no ground to fear that these institutions 
will hereafter control the legislation of Congress? 
A gentleman told me, when I opposed the «aboli- 
tion of duties upon railroad iron, that | spoke as 
the representative of the iron interest. I deny 
being the representative of the iron interest, the 
railroad interest, or any other interest. We ask 
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the hands of a few individuals, and then, after 
doing that, that we should place in the hands of 
these gigantic corporations the public lands of the 
country. I object to it as unwise, unjust, and 
highly detrimental to the prosperity of the com. 
mon country. I ask my Western friends, who 
are asking for this grant, if they desire to have 
gigantic land monopolies in their midst; if the 
are willing to give the control of their public lands 
to capitalists in other States? Let them answer 
that question. 

I have another objection to this species of legis. 
lation, and it is, that we put the influence of the 
Government of the United States in competition 
with private enterprise; and this bill, as | have 
been informed, is a bill of that class. If I am cor- 
rectly informed, this very road to which we pro- 
pose to make this donation of land, is to come in 
competition with another road now being con- 
structed by the private enterprise of citizens of 
the United States. This system of interfering 
with the private enterprise of citizens is a very 
mischievous and dangerous one. A few years 
ago we attempted to give, and did give, the influ- 
ence of the General Government to assist mail 
steamer transportation companies to compete with 
private enterprise in crossing the Atlantic. At 
the last session of Congress we voted from the 
Treasury of the United States the enormous sum of 
four millions of dollars, as extra compensation, to 
one single company, for carrying the United States 
mail, when we had propositions pending before 
this House to carry it for one eighth of that sum. 

1 would ask this House if they will allow Goy- 
ernment to paralyze the arm of private enterprise; 


if they will allow the General Government to 


enter upon the field of speculation, and control 
the commercial enterprise of our citizens, by |o- 
cating railroads in certain localities, and dona- 
ting public lands for their construction? I ask 
this House if they are willing to engage in a sys- 
tem of legislation of this kind, which will have the 


|| effect of destroying the enterprise of private citi- 


nothing for the iron interest which other interests | 


do not receive. 


We ask that, when duties are assessed, the assess- 
ment shall be made equal; that no discrimination 


shall be made between different classes of citizens, | 


or between the citizens of different States. I be- 


Weask for no higher rate of du- | 
ties upon it than are imposed upon other products. | 


lieve we have the constitutional right to demand, | 


in opposition to the claim of these institutions, 
that railroad iron shall pay the same rate of duty 
which the farmer and the mechanic pays upon the 
i, iron which they use. 


put it to this House, if these institutions are | 


not already attempting to control the legislation 
of this Congress. I would not wishto be under- 
stood as throwing out any insinuations against 
any individual upon this floor. I believe all mem- 
bers are as honorable men as myself, and I make 
no insinuations. But we are all of us, more or 
less, controlled by surrounding circumstances. 
We are, more or less, influenced by the wants 
and wishes of our constituents, and it is the ques- 
tion whether we ought to yield to their importu- 
nities in relation to their local demands. 

I object to the principle of building up these 


| zens? 


I take it that it is sound policy to leave the 
avenues of trade, commerce, and manufactures, 
open to the enterprise of every individual who 
shociids to enter into these fields of labor and in- 
dustry. I take it, that it is monstrous policy for 
this Government to attempt to interfere with, and 
control, the private enterprise of our citizens. I 
do not believe it was ever contemplated that this 
Government should ever possess such powers. If 
the Constitution of the United States gave such 
ore to this Government, I hold that it would 
»e unwise and injudicious to attempt to exercise 
them by a control of the private enterprise of our 
citizens. 

1 have already spoken longer than I intended 
when I rose. I intended very briefly to give my 
views upon this question, and to state a few points 
in opposition to enterprises of the kind sought to 
be accomplished by this bill. I have done so, 


| without entering minutely into the discussion of 


rinciples, or elucidation of the points involved, 
badedise I was unwilling to occupy the attention 
of the House for that purpose. But this is a 
question which, in my opinion, ought to be dis- 
cussed for weeks. We should examine this bill 
very carefully. We should refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


| that members might have an opportunity of ex- 
_amining and discussing it. 


But, sir, as I remarked, I do not intend to enter 
minutely into this discussion, nor have I done it. 


|| 1 have barely hinted at points which have been 


interests in this way by the Congress of the | 


United States. It is not only unjust, unequal, 
and unconstitutional, but it is, in an extreme de- 


gree, a most unwise system of legislation. Where | 


is security afforded the American people from the 
grasping hand of avarice, controlled by concen- 
trated capital? Where is safety given that the 


possession of the vacant, unoccupied lands of the’ 


United States shall afford an asylum to which 
the down-trodden and oppressed, who have felt 
the hand of oppression and of concentrated capi- 
tal with crushing force, can flee, where they can 
settle, and not only maintain their own independ- 
ence, but assist in maintaining the independence 
of our common country? I am unwilling thatthe 


the extent of seventeen thousand miles. We have, || wealth of the country should be concentrated in 


suggested by the remarks of those who have pre- 
ceded me, and which I have no doubt, if this dis- 


| cussion is allowed to proceed, will be fully eluci- 


| mark. 


| dated ones before the subject is disposed of. 


Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make a single re- 


1 wish to say to gentlemen of the House, 


‘that if they suppose the Committee on Public 


Lands have any disposition to prevent discussion 
on this bill they misjudge us. I am perfectly 
willing they shall discuss it as much as they 
please, reserving to myself the right, when dis- 


cussion is closed, to answer, as I am sure I shall 


be able to answer, all the objections that may be 
raised. 


Mr. DEAN. I think we have had enough of 


| this for to-day, and I hope we shall now go into 
/the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
rogress with the homestead bill. 


! 


Union, and 
Mr. DISNEY. 


I would inquire whether, un- 
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der the pending motion to commit, this bill will not | 


come up as the first business in order during the 
morning hour to-morrow? 
Mr. LETCHER. I hope we shall have some 


definite time fixed for the further consideration of | 


this subject. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
in order to-morrow morning, I presume. 

Mr. DEAN. I desire to ask the Chair a ques- 
tion, the answer to which | suppose will furnish 
ventiemen with all the information they desire, and 
then { will move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on thestate of the Union. 
whether, to-morrow being private bill day, this 
matter will not go over till Monday ? 


Mr. LETCHER. But will it come up on Mon- | 


day? That is what I want to understand. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
state, in reply to the gentleman from New York, 


that to-morrow being private bill day, and next | 
Monday being resolution day, the bill, probably, | 


will not come up again till Tuesday. 
Mr. BISSELL. Will it come up as the first 
business in order then? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Whenever the 


committees are again called for reports, the call | 
will commence where we now leave off, and this | 


bill will come up as unfinished business. 

Mr. DEAN. I now move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Upon that motion I de- 


mand tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Haran, of | 


Indiana, and Grey were appointed. 


The question was then taken; and the tellers | 


reported—ayes 64, noes 35; no quorum voting. 

Mr. OLDS. 
House. 

Mr. TWEED. 
adjourn, 

Mr. WHEELER. 


motion, 


I move that the House do now 


I call for tellers on that 


I ask the Chair | 


I move that there be a call of the | 


It will come as the first thing | 





Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perks, of | 


New York, and Grey were appointed. 

The question was then put; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes 51. 

Mr. DEAN. 
the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to—yeas 53, nays 82. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. OLDS. 
be a call of the House. 

Mr. WALSH. Would it be in order now to 
move to reconsider the vote by which the House 
refused to adjourn; and to Jay the motion to recon- 


sider on the table, as that seems to be the general 
rule? (Laughter. 

The SPEAKER. It would. The question is 
now on the motion that the rules be suspended, and 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Messrs. Haruan, of Indiana, and Grey re- 
sumed their places as tellers; and the question be- 
ing again put on the motion to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, they reported—ayes 67, noes 
20; No quorum voting. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
adjournment? 

The SPEAKER. Nothing has been done since 
the question was taken on the motion to adjourn; 


aoe therefore, a motion to adjourn is not now in 
order. 


Mr. DEAN. I ask fora new count. 

The SPEAKER. If a new count be desired 
by the House it can be had. No quorum has 
voted, so the question is not decided; the motion 
is still pending. 

Mr. ORR. I move fora call of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr.DEAN. On that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The question was then taken, and "the motion 
was agreed to. 


The House then adjourned (at twenty minutes 


past two o’clock, p. m.) till to-morrow, at twelve 
o'clock, m. 


1 withdraw my motion that there | 


I demand the yeas and nays on | 


Is it in order to move an 











IN SENATE. 
Faway, February 24, 1854. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the Senate a communication from the Sec- 
retary of War, transmitting, in compliance with 
the acts of April 20, 1808, and March 3, 1809, a 
statement of the contracts made under the author- 
ity of the War pene during the year 1853; 
which, on motion by Mr. Apams, was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 


Also, a report of the Secretary of War, com- 


municating lists of clerks and other persons em- | 


ployed in the War Department, other than officers 


ef the Army, during the year 1853; which was | 


ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. —— Messrs. | 


Suretps, Everetr, Marttory, Wuitiiams, and 


Tompson, of Kentucky, the select committee to | 


inquire into the utility of the invention of Ithiel S. 
Richardson, by which he proposes to convey 


packages, mails, &c., by atmospheric propulsion. | 


BRAZILIAN CORRESPONDENCE. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States, transmitting a report of the Sec- | 
retary of State, communicating, in compliance | 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 13th instant, | 


certain correspondence with the late United States 
Minister at Brazil; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESs. 


Mr. EVERETT. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate, this being private bill day, to 
present the resolutions of the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, remonstrating against the passage of 
the Nebraska bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarrt in | 


the chair.) 
of the Senate to-day to consider any business ex- 
cept private bills. If there be no objection, the 
Chair will understand that consent to be given. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider public business. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


it will require the unanimous consent | 


Mr. EVERETT presented resolutions of the | 


Legislatureof Massachusetts remonstrating against 
the passage of any bill annulling the Missouri 


compromise; which were ordered to lie on the 


table, and be printed. 

Mr. DLXON presented the memorial of George 
Stealey, praying compensation for his services and 
expenses while on a mission to the Indian tribes 
in the northern portion of the State of California, 
under the authority of the Indian Commissioner 
of that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of inhab- | 


itants of Wellfleet, Massachusetts, praying the 
erection of a custom-house at coment Massa- 
chusetts; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of Seniston Falls, 
Maine, remonstrating against the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of the | 


Rev. Leonard Woods and eleven hundred citi- 


zens of Andover, Massachusetts, remonstrating | 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition signed by Harriet Beecher 
Stowe and eleven hundred women of Andover, 
Massachusetts, remonstrating against the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of legal voters of Lunenburg, 


against the repeal of the Missouri compromise; | 


Massachusetts, remonstrating against the repeal | 
of the Missouri compromise; which was ordered | 


to lie on the table. a 
Also, two petitions of inhabitants of Michigan, 


remonstrating against the passage of the Nebraska | 


bill in its present form; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. PETTIT. I desire to present the remon- 
strance of W. B. Whitworth and one hundred 
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and fourteen other citizens of Indiana, against the | 


repeal of the Missouri compromise. 
I will simply say, in presenting it, that the me- 
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morialists do not express my views upon the pro- 
priety of this measure; but aa | hold the unlimited 
right of petition, and as the memorial has been 
sent to me, lL ask leave to present Hu, and move 
that it lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WADE presented a petition of the repre- 
sentatives of the religious Society of Friends, 
constituting the ‘Ohio Yearly Meeting,” at their 
session held at Mount Pleasant, Ohio, February 
18, 1854, remonstrating against the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CASS presented two memorials of citizens 
of New York, praying that measures may be 
taken to secure religious freedom to American cit- 
izens abroad; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of the 
widow of C. L. Williamson, late a commander in the Navy, 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 

Ordered, That James Thompson have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives, to amend an act 
entitled **An act to divide the State of Arkansas 
into two judicial districts,’’ approved March 3, 
1851, reported it back with sundry amendments. 

He also, from the same commitiee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Susan Coody and 
others, Cherokees, praying indemnity for property 
destroyed by some of the United States soldiers, 
near Fort Gibson, in the year 1845, reported a bill 
for the relief of Susan Coody and others; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the memoria! 
of Matthew Rippey, praying that a patent may be 
granted to Conrad Wheat, junior, or his legal rep- 
resentatives, for six hundred and forty acres of 
land, according to the plat of survey under the 
New Madrid location certificate of said Wheat, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the 
relief of Conrad Wheat, junior, or his legal rep- 
resentatives; which was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. ‘The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the memorial of G. A. Dab- 
ney and others, mechanics enlisted in the service 
of the United States, praying to be allowed for 
transportation from California to the Atlantic 
States of the Union, submitted an adverse report 
thereon. 

IRA DAY. 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, on thelast private 
bill day I called for the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Ira Day, of Vermont. It hap- 
pened, however, to have been mislaid, so that the 
clerks were unable to put their hands upon it at 
the time, and so it was passed over. I move that 
the Senate now proceed to the consideration of 
that bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bil! was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee ot 
the Whole. 

The bill authorizes the Postmaster General to 
pay to Ira Day, of Vermont, $1,008 90, out ot 
the funds of the Post Office Department, in full 
for the balance due to him for transporting thé 
mail from Royalton to Burlington, in the State of 
Vermont, from January, 1833, to July, 1837. 

This subject has been repeatedly before Con- 
gress. A bill was reported in 1839, another in 
1840, and others at more recent Congresses. The 
facts are these: 

James Barker and others were contractors for 
transporting a daily mail for four years from Bos- 
ton, in the State of Massachusetts, to Royalton, 


Montpelier, and Burlington, (the great depdé: of 


navigation on Lake Champlain,) being the great 
mail route from Boston to Montreal, for the sum 
of $12,250 per annum, commencing on the Ist 
day of January, 1833, and ending in January, 
1837. In the month of October, 1834, the Post- 
master General ordered the route to be discon- 
tinued one day in a week, on that part of the 
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route from Royalton to Burlington; which part of 
the route, for the transportation of the mail, was 
assigned by the contractors to the petitioner. 
Under the order of the Postmaster General, the 
mail from Boston arrived at Royalton on Saturday 
evening, and remained over until the Monday 
morning following. 

The inconvenience to the public by this order 
appears to have been so great that the postmasters 
ov the route and other citizens solicited and urged 
the petitioner to continue the transportation of 
the mail every day, notwithstanding the order of 
the Postmaster General. He did 80; and by so 
doing the line was continued unbroken, and the 
mail was transported regularly from Boston to the 
capital of Vermont, and thence to Burlington, 
and vice versa, every day in the week. The peti- 
tioner, therefore, claims the sum of $1,008 90, 
being the sum withheld from him by the Post- 
master General, on account of the order for dis- 
continuing the transportation of the mail. 

The order of the Postmaster General, if it had 
been carried out, would have occasioned great 
inconvenience to the public, for it would have 
delayed the mail thirty-six hours on one of the 
most important and productive routes in that sec- 
tion of the country. The order, though peremp- 
tory on its face, was, no doubt, designed as a tem- 
porary measure for the relief of the Department 
in its then embarrassed condition. This is ap- 
parent from the fact, that after the expiration of 
the petitioner’s contract, the Department ordered 
a daily mail upon the route. 

it also appears that the mail was carried by the 
petitioner, at the request of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, after the contract had expired, from the first 
of January, 1837, to the first of July of the same 
year. The one seventh part of the amount of the 
original contract for performing that service was 
also retained by the Postmaster General, and is 
included in the bill. 

As the service was performed, and as theauthor- 
ity of the Postmaster General to issue the order 
to discontinue the mail is inconsistent with the 
éontract, the passage of the bill was recommended 
by the committee. 

Mr. BAYARD. 

Mr. FOOT. 


Does the bill allow interest? 
Itdoes not. I haveonl 


what I said when I called for the consideration of || 


the bill before. This subject was very fully con- 
sidered, and debated at great length during the 
last Congress; and a bill for the relief of Mr. Day | 
passed the Senate by a decisive majority. The 
only question in controversy at that time, was 
upon the allowance of interest. The bill then in- 
cluded interest upon the original amount deemed to 
be due to Mr. Day. ‘The Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, however, at this session, 
have reported a bill only allowing the principal 
sum,and not including interest. Presuming, there- | 
fore, that there will be no objection to the bill, I 
ask that it may be passed at once. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate without amendment; was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was 
read a third time, and passed. 


GRAY, M’MURDO AND COMPANY. 


On the motion of Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate, | 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House for the relief of 
Gray, McMurdo & Co., which had been reported 
from the Committee of Claims without amend- 
ment. 

The bill appropriates the sum of $570 70, to be 
paid to Gray, McMurdo & Co., of New Orleans, 
in the State of Louisiana, in full of their account 
for interest on moneys advanced by them in 1850 
to the Quartermaster’s Department. 

During the period between May and July, 
1850,Gray, McMurdo & Co. advanced to Thomas 
F. Hunt, Deputy Quartermaster General at New 
Orleans, $57,000, for which he received the drafts 
of the deputy upon the Quartermaster at Wash- 
ington city. At thetime those drafts became due, 
the appropriations for the Quartermaster’s De- | 
partment were exhausted, and the drafts were not | 
paid until the 7th of October, 1850, the appropri- | 
ation bill having passed on the 28th of September. 
Interest is claimed on the advances from the time | 
they were made. 

Mr. WALKER. I have no objection to the 
bill, I think it but just that it should pass. | 
asked for the reading of the report, to call the | 


THE 


to repeat | 


| lishment of 


attention of the Senate to the fact that it proposes 
-to make an appropriation for interest only; and 
from the further fact, that there are other bills 
pending which propose to allow interest, two of 
which have been reported from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, of which | am chairman. 
I hope that when this bill is passed it will not be 
considered that the committee of which | speak 
is doing injustice, when it asks that the Senate 
shall deal out the same justice to others that it 
proposes to deal out in this case. I think that 
interest ought to be allowed in this case. I think 
that the bill ought to pass; it is but justice to the 
claimants here that they should have the interest 


| 


upon this sum; but I do not wish that it should be | 


a special case, legislated for favorably, and that 
all other similar cases should be rejected, because 
they are cases involving interest. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no opposition to make 
to this bill, for | consider it an excepted case, a 
case of advance of money to the Government with- 
out any obligation on the part of the individuals 
to make that advance, or without their having any 
interest in the making of it. 
exceedingly censurable which allows a quarter- 

| master, or any other officer, to draw drafts for 
money when there is no appropriation to pay the 


I think the practice | 


amount for which they are drawn; but we are | 


not passing upon that now. 

Under such a practice, as I understand, the 
money was advanced by these gentlemen, who 
are bankers or merchants in New Orleans, with- 

out any other consideration than a desire to pre- 
| vent a difficulty connected with the disbursements 
| of the Quartermaster’s Department. Undersuch 
| circumstances, as there was no profit to be made, 


parties entered for their benefit, I should think it 
formed an excepted case, and that they would be 
entitled to interest from the time the money be- 
came due; although, as I have already said, I 
think the practice exceedingly censurable which 


officer, to draw bills without the knowledge of the 
| fact that there are funds to meet the draft. 

| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, was ordered to be read a third time, 
| was read a third time, and passed. 

| HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. WALKER. Will it be in order for me to 
| make a report from the Committee on Public 
| Lands? 

| ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
| derstands that unanimous consent has been given 
| to the consideration of public business, so that, 
| in the opinion of the Chair, it will be in order. 

| Mr. ALKER. The Committee on Public 
| Lands, to whom was referred a bill to perpetuate 


| Aen rtion to actual settlers on the public lands, 


ave directed me to report it back, with several 
amendments, and to recommend its passage. 

That bill is designed by the committee to take 
the place of what is commonly called the home- 
stead bill; and it does in point of fact, I think, 
more effectually than any other bill now before 
either branch of Congress, go to the extent of 
securing homesteads to actual settlers. As that 
subject will be one of great interest, and in all 
probibiliey will give rise to some considerable dis- 
cussion, | now move that the bill be printed, with 
the amendments proposed by the committee. I 
will remark further, before permitting the motion 
to be put, that if: the bill shall pass, it will be ne- 
cessary also, to change its title, and I shall‘propose 
| to change the title to that of ** An act securing a 
| homestead to each head of a family.” 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill and 

the amendments will be printed without any mo- 
| tion being made to that effect. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 
| resentatives, by Mr. McKean, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that it had passed a bill for the estab- 
a land office in the Lower Peninsula 
of Michigan. 
GOVERNOR RAMSEY. 

Mr. COOPER. The Committee on Indian Af- 
| fairs, to whom was referred the report of the 
commissioners appointed to investigate the charges 
against Governor Ramsey, late Commissioner of 
| Indian Affairs in Minnesota, have instructed me 
| to make a report. 
| Before presenting the report, I wish to state to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


authorizes any officer of the Army, or any other | 


it not being the case of a contract into which the | 





| 
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the Chair that it concludes with a resolution which 
I desire to have passed immediately. Governor 
Ramsey has been here waiting on the action of the 
committee; and, through my own neglect, and not 
that of the committee, the action of the commit- 
tee has been delayed until this time. The commit. 


| tee unanimously have oonneane Governor Ramse 


of alhimpropriety of conduct; and one of the gen- 
tlemen who preferred the charges has had the man- 
liness to come out and say that, after hearing the 
testimony, he is entirely satisfied, and that Goy- 
ernor Ramsey should be acquitted of all blame. 
I ask that the resolution with which the report 
closes be passed now. The committee have unan- 
imously recommended it. 
The resolution is as follows: 


Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject; and that the accounts 


| of Governor Ramsey, growing out of disbursements of the 


funds referred to in this report, be settled by the proper De- 
partment. 

The resolution was considered-by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the report of the Committee on Indian At. 
fairs, on the report of the commissioner appointed to inyes- 
ligate the charges against Governor Ramsey, be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Sipney Wessrer, Esq., his 
Private Secretary, announcing that he had ap- 
proved and signed the following enrolled bills and 
Joint resolution: 

** An act to indemnify the State of Indiana for 
the failure of title toa township of land granted to 
said State on her admission into the Union in 
1816;” 

‘** Anact to extend the limits of the port of New 
Orleans;’’ and 

** A joint resolution for supplying new members 
of the Senate and House of Representatives with 
such books of a public character as have been 
heretofore supplied.” 


LOUISIANA RAILROAD BILL. 


Mr. BAYARD informally submitted an amend- 
ment in the form of a substitute to the bill grant- 
ing to the State of Louisiana the right of way and 
a donation of public land for the purpose of loca- 
ting and constructing a railroad from Shreveport 
to the Mississippi river; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to organize the 
Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will ask the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Hunrer] permission to say one 
word. The friends of this bill, under the impres- 
sion that it seems to be the understanding of its 
opponents that the debate may be concluded at an 
early day, have consulted together as to how long 
a time its friends would be responsible for perfect- 
ing it, and have come to the conclusion that to-day, 
to-morrow, Monday, and Tuesday would enable 
us to bring the debate to a conclusion; so that on 
Wednesday, at one o’clock,! may sum up the 
debate, and then that we may take the vote on that 
day. I make this announcement with the view 
that those who are anxious to go away may rely 
upon how we shall proceed to act. * 

I would state, therefore, to the friends of the 
bill, that on that day I shall ask that the vote may 
be taken, in pursuance of what I believe to be the 
general understanding. The Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Burier] will, { understand, be 
able to go on to-day, after the Senator from Vir- 

inia. 

Mr. CHASE. With the leave of the Senator 
from Virginia, I wish to say that, in conformity 
with a notice given by me on a former day, I shal! 
propose a number of amendments to this bill, and 
ask the vote of the Senate uponthem. But I shall 
not interpose any objection to the question being 
taken at the earliest possible moment upon the 
bill, consistently with doing my whole duty with 
eager to it. ; 

r. HUNTER spoke an hour and a half in 
support of the bill. ‘ 

Mr. BUTLER followed on the same side. 

Having spoken an hour, he gave way at the 
suggestion of Mr. MASON, and the further con- 
sideration of the subject was postponed until to- 
morrow. [See Appendix for these speeches. } 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 

Executive business; and after some time spent || 

therein, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 


adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 24, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLIcerR. 


| 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, in pursuance || 


of previous notice, asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill; which was read a first and second 


| 
| 


time by its title, as follows, and referred to the || 


Committee on the Judiciary: 

«* A bill to divide the State of Illinois into two 
judicial districts.”’ , 

Mr. STRATTON, by unanimous consent of 
the House, presented a joint resolution of the Sen- 
ate and General Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey, in favor of extending the same privilege, 
and grants of land, to the soldiers of the war of 
1812 as have been granted to the soldiers in the 
more recent wars of the United States. 

The resolution was read in extenso, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the unanimous con- 
Bent of the House to present certain resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly of Virginia, and 


move that they be referred to the committees indi- | 


cated eae tee on the resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Virginia desire that these resolutions be read ? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes; let them be read; they 
are very brief. 

The Clerk reported the resolutions, as follows: 

1. Resolution in favor of amending the act of 
Congress of 5th July, 1832, by which Congress 
assumed the payment of claims for haif pay of the 
officers of the Revolution, and their heirs; so as 
to embrace within its provisions warrant officers | 
of the Navy. 

Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

2. Resolution in favor of so modifying the act 
of Congress of August 31, 1852, providing for the 
satisfaction, in scrip, of outstanding Virginia mili- 
tary land bounty warrants, as to authorize the 
issuing of scrip on all warrants allowed by the 
authorities of that State. 

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


3. Resolution in favor of the extension by Con- ! 


gress of thie bounty land acts, so as to allow all 
persons who served, on land or water, in the war 
of 1812, and the widows and minor children of 
such as are deceased, an amount of land not ex- 
ceeding one hundred and sixty acres each. 

Mr. BISSELL. I suggest that the Committee 


on Military Affairs is a more appropriate commit- || 


tee for the reference of this resolution than that 
indicated, (the Committee on Invalid Pensions.) 

Mr. FAULKNER. Very well; let it go to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

It was so ordered. 

4. Resolution in favor of an amendment, by 
Congress, of its law of July 5, 1832, so as to em- 
brace within its provisions an adjudication and 

ayment, by the Secretary of the Treasury of the 

nited States, of the claims of the officers of the 
Virginia line, upon continental establishment, 


upon the same principles as those of the State line. | 


Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO DISASTER. 
Mr. BISSELL. I move that a committee of 
conference be appointed to meet a similar com- 


mittee appointed by the Senate, upon the dis- 
agreeing votes concerning the amendments to the 


were sufferers by the recent disaster to the steam- 
ship San Francisco. As a committee of three has 
been appointed on the part of the Senate, I suppose 
it would be proper to appoint a committee of five 
from the House; and I| suggest that that be done. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the 
memorial of William Carr Lane, contesting the 
right of José Manuel Gallegos to a seat in the 
House of Representatives, as a Delegate from the 
Territory of New Mexico, made a report thereon, 
setting forth the facts in the case, as they appeared 


- 
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in evidence before the committee, accompanied by | So the bill was referred to the Committee on the 


the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Hon. José Manuel Gallegos is ontitled 


| to the seat as Delegate from the Territory of New Mexico 


for the Thirty-Third Congress. 
The question was then taken, and the resolution 


| was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was passed, and to lay the 


| motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
| motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER presented the following Exec- 
utive communications; which were severally read 
and disposed of, as indicated below: 

1. A communication from the Treasury De- 
| partment, transmitting, in compliance with a res- 
| olution of the House of the 13th instant, a state- 
| ment showing the original cost of each custom- 
| house, including expenditure for sites as well as 
| construction; ah the entire annual expenditure 
| for the last three years, with the salaries of officers 
| employed, and the amount of revenue collected 

during a like period; so arranged as to show at 
| what points the expenditures exceeds the returns. 
| Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| 2. A communication from the War Department, 
| transmitting, in compliance with various acts of 
| Congress, a list of persons employed in that De- 
| partment other than officers of the Army, during 
| the year 1853. 
| Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| 3. Acommunication from the War Department, 
| transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
| the House of the 13th instant, a report of Topo- 
graphical Engineers, in reference to a survey of 

welve Mile Creek, Lake Ontario. 

| Referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

4. A communication from the War Department, 
transmitting a statement showing what contracts 
| have been made under the authority of that De- 

partment during the year 1853. 

Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

5. A c@mmunication from the Navy D 
ment, transmitting three hundred copies of the 
Navy Register for the year 1854. 

Laid upon the table. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS 


The following bills from the Senate were taken 
up, in their order, from the Speaker’s table, read 
a first and second time by their titles, and sever- 
ally referred, as indicated below: 

‘*An act (No. 48) for the benefit of the heir-at- 


to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


\| An act (No. 92) for the benefit of citizens and | 
|| occupants of the town of Council Bluffs, in fowa.”’ | 
| 


Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


} 
| 


Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


| “An act (No. 167) for the relief of Joseph | 
|| Campan.’’ Referred to the Committee on Private 


Land Claims. 
‘An act (No. 176) for the relief of John P. 
McEldery.”’ Referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Referred to the Committee of Claims. 


first and second time by its title. 
The SPEAKER. 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 





it to the Committee on Public Lands. 


, The SPEAKER. It was referred to the Com- 
bill for the relief of the United States troops who || mittee on Private Land Claims in the Senate, and 
| the Chair therefore supposed that was the appro- 


| priate committee. 


Mr. COBB. [ am satisfied it is the wrong |) 


epart- | 


law of Lieutenant C. A. Wickliffe.’’ Referred 


**An act (No. 183) for the relief of Passed Mid- 
shipman George P. Welsh, and Clark H. Wells.” 


**Anact (No. 208) for the reliefof John Devlin.” 
} 


| Bill from the Senate (No. 153) ** to relinquish 
the reversionary interest of the United States to a 
certain reservation therein mentioned, and to con- 
firm the title of Charles G. Gunter thereto;’’ was 
also taken from the Speaker’s table, and read a 


his bill will be referred to | 


Mr. COBB. I think it would be best to refer 


| Judiciary. 

Mr. BISSELL. It is suggested to me, by gen- 
tlemen around me, that in asking this morning for 
the appointment of a committee of conference 
of five members I asked a departure from the 
reneral rule of the EFtouse, and that three is the 
usual number of such committees. 

The SPEAKER. That is true; three is the 
usual number. 

Mr. BISSELL. I ask that, by common con- 
sent, the number may be changed from five to 
three. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


LANDS TO WISCONSIN. 

The SPEAKER stated that the next business 
in order was the consideration of a bill reported 
yesterday from the Committee on Public Lands, 
** granting a portion of the public lands to the State 
of Wisconsin, to aid in the construction of rail- 
roads and branch roads therein;’’ that a motion 
was pending to refer the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and that the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Bisseu.]} was entiled 
to the floor. 

| Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Have we got through 
with the bills on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. This is private bill day, and 
we have disposed of all the private bills on the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to make some remarks upon 
this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 desire to suggest that it 
seemed to be understood yesterday, by common 
consent, that the further consideration of this bill 
should go over until Tuesday morning, in view of 
the fact which has been indicated by the Speaker 
this morning, in taking up only private bills from 
the table, that the action of the ices is limited 
to-day to private bills. 

Mr. ORR. I intended to submit that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
has the floor. 

Mr. BISSELL. I yield the floor for the pur- 
|| pose indicated. 
| Mr.ORR. Then I move that the consideratioa 
_ of the bill be postponed until Tuesday next. 
|| The question was taken, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
| REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
|| The SPEAKER. Reports are now in order 
from the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to present the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the committee heretofore appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending the Constitution of 
the United States, in relation to the mode of electing a Presi 
dent, be, and the same is hereby, instructed further to in- 
quire into the expediency of limiting the term of service of 


the Pre-ident of the United States to one term, and making 
him thereatter ineligible to the office of President. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, objected to the intro- 
duction of the resolution, and called for the regu- 
lar order of business. 
Mr. DISNEY. I am instructed, by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to report adversely on the 
petition and papers of Christopher Thompson and 
others, praying for relief in regard to the location 
of certain lands in Oregon. . The facts appear to 
be these: The petitioners, in violation of the laws 
of the United States, settled themselves on lands 
belonging to the Indians within the Territory of 
Oregon. During a recent war they were driven 
off the land by these Indians, to whom, since 
_ has been made, the land has been returned. 
ow these men comeand ask this Government to 
indemnify them for lands settled on in violation of 
| the laws of the United States. In the opinion of 
| the Committee on Public Lands they are not en- 
titled to any compensation. | move to lay the 
report on the table. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 


| 


| committee, and I move that the bill Ibe referred to | agreed to. 


the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. DISNEY. I am further instructed, by the 


Mr. SAGE. I move that it be referred to the || same committee, to report adversely on the peti- 


Judiciary Committee. I think that would be more 


—— 
he question was taken on Mr. Coss’s motion 
and it was disagreed to. 


\| motion, and it was agreed to. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Sacu’s | 


tion of J. A. Lapham, praying for compensation 
|| for services rendered in furnishing information to 
, | Messrs. Foster & Whitney and Mr. Owen, when 
they were making a geological survey of Wiscon- 
sin, Michigan, lowa,and Minnesota. With re- 
|| spect to the case, the facts are simply these: The 
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petitiones being in possession of valuable informa- 
tion in regard to the geological formation of the 
countries indicated, was applied to by the sur- 
veyors appointed by the Government of the United 
States to furnish it to them. He voluntarily gave 
it to them. Now, some three or four years sub- 
sequently, he asks the Government to pay for the 
information which he voluntarily communicated Lo 
these gentlemen, who were in the employ of the 
The committee deemed that he was 
not entitled to compensation, and report adversely 
I move that that report be laid 


Government. 


on the pre wud0n, 
on the table. 

‘The question was taken, and the motion was 
agre ed to, 

Mr. DISNEY. I am instructed to report back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, a bill of the following title: 

‘A bill confirmatory of certain school selec- 
tions.”’ 

‘The Clerk proceeded to read the bill in extenso. 

Mr. HAVEN. Is the proposition now before 
the House to put the bill on its passage? 

TheSPEAKER. That is the proposition. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I perceive that it is not 
in order to make my motion now. 

The Clerk resumed, and concluded the reading 
of the bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. Mr. Speaker, the friends of this 
bill desire to have it put upon its passage. Itarises 
out of this state of facts: 

The provisions of the existing statutes authorize 
the authorities of the several States, in cases where 
a fractional township shall not contain within its 
limits section sixteen—the school section—to se- 
lect a section in lieu thereof in such lands as do 
not fall within the limits of the township sur- 
veyed. Under that provision of law the author- 
ities in these particular cases ae in good 
faith, to make selections of what they supposed 
themselves to be entitled to. The land office con- 
firmed these selections as school lands to the re- 
spective townships. Subsequently, the State, in 
some cases, disposed of these lands by sale. This 
they had a right to do, if the title were legally 
vested in them. Parties purchased in good faith, 
and paid valuable consideration for them, and the 
matter was supposed to be finally adjusted and 
settled. 

Subsequently, however, the surveys of the Gov- 
ernment were extended so as to embrace the islands 
in these boundaries. In the State of lowa several 
islands in the Mississippi river were so embraced 
within the boundaries; and in the extension of 
these surveys it was found that, in some cases, 
section sixteen was comprised in some of these 
islands. 

Here, then, is the condition of the case. The 
authorities supposing that section sixteen, belong- 
ing to the township for school lands, was not 
within their limits, proceeded, under the ue 
ions of the existing statutes, to select lands out- 
side of their boundaries in lieu of section sixteen. 
The whole transaction was carried on in good faith. 
The land office confirmed the selections, and the 
proper authorities of the State disposed of the 
lands in some instances, and they are now in the 
possession of innocent purchasers, who have ac- 
quired their title or right to them by the payment 
of valuable consideration. 

It was subsequently, however, discovered that 
section sixteen was included in the island, and the 
question of legal title has been raised as to whether 
the township was entitled to section sixteen on 
the island, or whether it was entitled to enter on 
lands outside of its limits, and appropriate them 
under the provisions of the statute. 

I believe there are some fifteen or twenty simi- 
lar cases altogether in the Union. 

This bill, then, is to provide a remedy for the 
ease. If it should be held that the title to the six- 
teenth section, discovered by the final survey, was 
vested in the township, and that they were legally 
entitled to it, then a et no title to the land 
which the State had di 
now in the hands of innocent purchasers. If, on 
the other hand, it should be held that, the original 


sposed of, and which is | 


selection having been made in conformity to the | 


statute, as the surveys then stood, the title thereto 


was vested, and that subsequent discovery, made | 


by the extension of the survey, conveyed ™o title 
to the authorities, then sections sixteen, which 


are found upon these islands, remain inthe United | 


States. 


-judicial investigation and decision. 


Lut these questions can only be determined hy 
Now, the 
whole amount involved in all these cases, in all 
the States, does not exceed two thousand acres. 
in order, therefore, to avoid the expenses and 
difficulues attending the litigation of these ques- 
tions, and in order to avoid embarrassing innocent 
purchasers, the committee came to the conclusion 
to recommend the passage of a bill to confirm the 
selecuon, and to confirm the ttle to the lands in 
the State authorities. The whole amount, as | 
before stated, in all the States—in Wisconsin, 
Missouri, lowa, and others—will not reach two 
thousand acres. ‘These are the facts of the case, 
and they have induced the Committee on Public 
Lands to recommend this bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 wish to make an inquiry 
of the gentleman from Ohio. If 1 understand the 
gentieman aright, he proposes to confirm to the 
State the title of these lands which have been taken 
in lieu of the sixteenth sections, and then to give 
them the sixteenth sections besides, when discov- 
ered ? 

Mr. DISNEY. That is so. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not exactly under- 
stand the reason, or the rule, which would give 
them the sixteenth sections, to which they were 
entitled in the first instance, and then give them, 
by this act, what is equivalent to the sixteenth 
sections. 1 do not understand that either equity 
or right demands this course. The fact that the 
amount of land involved is only two thousand 
acres or less, does not, it seems to me, at all affect 
the principle. We find in the bill the principle 
and the terms upon which these grants are made, 
and whenever the question of grants of lands shall 
again be presented upon this floor, by some mem- 
ber for his own State, precedents like this one are 
invariably brought up, and are claimed as con- 
trolling the action of the House upon his case. 

Now, sir, it seems to me that a bill of this sort 
ought not to be passed without some considera- 
tion being given to it, or at least, without some 
opportunity being given for consideration. This 
Bousesught not to be driven into the consideration 


of any question here, when nota single member of 


the House has had the opportunity to examine 
the bill and to ascertain what will be its bearings 
upon present or future legislation. 

But, besides, this is precisely the course of policy 


| introduced here during the first session of the last 


Congress, by which this Committee on Public 


Lands effectually suspended the whole business of 


the other committees of this House, and thereby 
prevented everything and anything being done 
by this body from that time to the close of the 
session, which embraced a period of five or six 
months. The same thing isintroduced here now. 
Member after member of this committee comes in 
here and presents bills for the consideration of this 


body, and immediately moves to put them upon | 


their passage. The whole morning hour is thus 


wasted, and the matter goes on in this way from | 
Monday morning to Saturday night, putting off 


all other business until the close of thesession. I 
hope this thing will not be tolerated. I hope this 
Committee of Public Lands will be placed pre- 
cisely where all other committees are placed, and 
when they present reports, the reports will be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, so as to furnish the House 
with an opportunity to investigate them, and as- 
certain whether they are right or wrong. This is 
the rule followed in reference to the other commit- 
tees of this body, and | ask that the same measure 
which is meted out to the one may be meted out 
to the others. I therefore move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. DEAN. 1 am in favor, as a general rule, 
of referring bills to the Committee of the Whole. 
But | understood the chairman of the committee, 
{Mr. Disney,] who made the report, to state that 
this bill involved only some two thousand acres 
of land, and that it was to be given to the States 
exclusively for school purposes. 

I should like to know whether these lands are 
intended exclusively for school purposes. It seems 
to me, that the House should have time to under- 
stand this matter, so as to be prepared to vote 
upon it. I was about to ask for the previous ques- 
tion, but if the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands desires to speak, 1 will not press it 
now; but I hope that he will move it. The Com- 
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mittee on Public Lands did clog up the business 
at the last Congress, and unless they manage soon 
to finish making their reports, | think that the 
House, in self-defense, will be obliged to refer all 
their measures immediately to the Committee of 
the Whole, and I hope that they will do it. 

Mr. COBB. This advice, given to the House 
by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Dean, 
is very sage indeed. [I am inclined to think that 
the gentleman himself has been as forward to in- 
troduce measures, and press them upon the action 
of the House, as other gentlemen here; and now 
he gets up and tells the Hlouse what they ought 
to do, in violation of his own practice. 

{Cries of ** Order! ”’ ** Order! ”’} 

Mr. DISNEY. I confess that | am somewhat 
| surprised at the remarks made by the gentleman 

from Virginia, [Mr. Lercrer,) and the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Dean,} with regard to the 
action of the Committee on Public Lands. The 
gentleman from Virginia talks about the House 
not tolerating this sort of proceeding. What does 
the gentleman mean? Not tolerate what? Not 
tolerate the Committee on Public Lands attending 
_to the business with which this House has in- 
| trusted them? Is the fact of attending to business 
| so utterly in violation of the general usage and prac- 
tice of the House, asnot to be tolerated, because 
it is a departure from the common practice of the 
_House? Is that what the gentleman means? I 
it so great a departure from the gentleman’s own 
usage and practice, when a Committee of this 
House attends intelligently toits duties, and presses 
upon the House, in obedienee to those duties, the 
consideration of a matter which has been intrusted 
to their hands, that he must rise here and talk to 
this House about not tolerating the attention to 
business manifested by the Committee on Public 
| Lands? I ask, is it the contrast furnished by the 
attention and diligence of this committee that 
| treads upon the toes of the gentleman? Tolerate! 
Is that the word? What does the gentleman from 
| New York {Mr. Dean] mean, because, forsooth, 
| hetoo takes up the song and reéchoes the strain with 
| the gentleman from Virginia. 
| The gentleman from New York talks about no 
| business being done, because the Committee on 
| Public Lands occupy the attention of the House. 
With what do they occupy the attention of the 
House? What does the gentleman from New 
York call business? Is it the discussion between 
| the Hards and Softs? [Laughter.] 

The Committee on Public Lands have endeav- 
ored to discharge the duties with which they are 
intrusted. They have endeavored to discharge 


|| those duties, I repeat, intelligently, and to possess 


themselves of the facts before they came to a de- 
cision, so as to be able at all times to give an 
intelligent reason for the action which they may 

| recommend to the House. I trust, hereafter, when 
the committee, in accordance with their instruc- 
tions, have examined and considered upon any 
matter, and have submitted a report upon it, as 
they are bound to do by parliamentary law, that 
we shall hear no more from the gentleman from 
Virginia,and the gentleman from New York, about 
clogging the business of the House, or calling upon 
the House not to tolerate it. 

I endeavored, when I had the floor, to explain 
all the facts in connection with the bill. hose 
facts were plain and simple, yet the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Letcner] wants more time to 
consider. Why, how long does it take that gen- 
tleman to understand a plain, simple fact? for 
what length of time does he ask? Does he want 
to reéstablish the old common-law rule of fifteen 
days’ notice before he can be compelled to plead ? 
Is there any fact simple enough to come within his 
comprehension without having it postponed for 
days, weeks, and it may be months? 

Is it for the advantage of the public interest? 
Is it the Way to facilitate the public business, by 
referring every little trivial matter, and send it 
lumbering upon your records in committee, filling 

| up your Calendar, until the House becomes dis- 
mayed at the immense amount of business stand- 
ing there claiming its action? 

Sir, it is my opinion that the best way of facili- 
tating the business of the House is by the imme- 
diate disposition of these small matters, involving 
only one ortwo plain simple facts,as soon as they 
are reported in the House. Take, for instance, 
the bill now under consideration. As | before 


| stated, all the cases in all the States in the Union 
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that would come under its operation would not | 


Mr. Macau, its Assistant Secretary, informing 
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Mr. COBB. I spoke of bills on the Calendar, 











sines number more than some fifteen or twenty. It re- | the House that the Senate had passed a bill “to | and which have been referred. 
een - : lates only to fractional townships. Every gentle- authorize the construction of six steam frigates,’ Mr. LE CH ER. Very well; they have so 
t man who knows anything about the system. of || in which he was directed to ask the concurrence many referred. _Now what is the course to get at 
fer all - surveying the public lands, knows that of neces- | of the House. | , be : the balance? Why they come here, and one mem- 
te sity there must be the sixteenth section, which will | Mr. LETCHER. T he gentleman from Ohio | ber of that committee after another takes the floor, ne 
© of fall within the entire townships, and therefore the | wants to know whether it 1s the contrast of the | and no other member of a committee ever gets a 
a pill does not and cannot apply tothem. I repeat, || faithful and efficient discharge of their duties, on | chance to report. That is the game. 4 
oe that it is only in the case of fractional townships, || the part of the Committee on Public Lands, with | had the curiosity yesterday to go up to the 
mel where section sixteen does not, or did not, fall |, my own, and that of the committees on which | | committee room of Public Lands after a conver- 
Sat within the limits of the township. act, that has induced me to ask the House vot to || sation with my friend, the chairman, {Mr. Drs- 
0 In- In the original survey, in some cases it was || tolerate their course of proceeding. Now, allu- || ney,} to see how many of these railroad applica- 
clion found that in fractional townships, section sixteen | sions of that sort have very little effect upon me; || tions were pending before the comnfittee, and to 
now would not fall within them. Phat survey pro- || for, so far as | am concerned, | take it for granted || my absolute amazement | found one handred and 
ughe ceeded only to the banks of the boundary rivers, | that my attention to the business of this House, |, seven on the docket! |Laughter.] Both these gen- 
and there stopped ; and under the provisions which || and to the business before the committees, will, to | tlemen come here, morning after morning, with c 
. existed by statute, the authorities proceeded to || say the least of it, compare very favorably with | reports and bills; and when, from present indica- 
what select, as they had the right to do in cases where || that of the gentleman himself. | believe that such || tions, is this thing to end? {Laughter.) It can- x: 
man section sixteen did not fall within the fractional || would be the judgment of the House. But now || not be this session; and we shall have the whole f 
— township, lands in lieu of fractional section six- | letus look back to what occurred here last session, | time from now until the close wasted, every other Ee 
the teen. This selection was made in good faith, || as well as this, and see whether the Committee on | committee cut off from the floor, and every private iy 
Phe under authority of law, and was in good faith || Public Lands are really entitled to all the compli- || claim postponed until the next session of Congress, Bic 
—— confirmed by the Land Office. | ments which their chairman has paid them in his || and perhaps even longer. oe 
Hoes The authorities, in some of these cases, have || remarks just closed. They have been engaged for Mr. HENN. I wish to ask the gentleman from Ai 
Not : proceeded to dispose of the lands so selected, for || the space of nearly three months in considering | Virginia whether | understand him to say that * 
ling : school purposes; and, as I have stated, innocent matters of this sort, and now, at the end of Feb- || there are one hundred and seven railroad proposi- wa 
- ; yarties purchased them, paying a full and valua- || ruary, they come in and present these bills, and || tions before that committee? <a 
— ble consideration for them, and now are in pos- || begin to urge them upon the consideration of the Mr. LETCHER. Yes, sir, one hundred and es 
ae. session. As | havesaid, the authorities sold these || House, es to demand their passage tht moment || seven applications. 94 
ae lands for full consideration. Subsequent to all || they are presented; and all this before there has Mr. i “NN. For different roads? 
the this, however, after the sale had been made, and || been an opportunity to print them—before there || Mr. LETCHER. Ido not know whether for 
Ig after these innocent parties had come into full pos- || has been an opportunity to examine them, or to as- different roads or not; but there are that number 
wn session of the lands, the Government determined || certain the various provisjons which they embody. | of applications for railroads. et 
his to have their surveys extended so as to embrace Now, why were not hide bills brought in be- || Mr. HENN. I will explain to the gentleman. i 
— the islands within the boundary streams. And || fore? Why have not the reports been presented | A great many of these applications are for the 
the here let me state, although I dislike to make so || as the reports of other committees here, which || same road. I, myself, have presented twenty ap- 
ted many repetitions, that these fifteen or twenty | have gone on the Calendar, thus affording an op- || plications for one road, and they are all entered i 
to cases embrace every one, so far as school lands ortunity to members of this body to examine || on the docket. i 
| to are concerned, that has been found in the Union, || into all their principles and all their details? || Mr. LETCHER. How many different bills 4 
lic and so far as the surveys of the public lands have || And, sir, the gentleman will recollect, if he will |) have been referred in regard to the same road is $f 
the been made. It is not confined in its operation, to || go back to the action of the committee at the last || not mentioned. My friend from Alabama [{Mr. i 
hat any one State, but applies to every State in the || session, that this was precisely the course which || Coss} has acknowledged the corn asto five differ- , 
te: United States. | was adopted at that time. ‘Towards the latter || ent bills introduced by him. {Laughter.] How “a 
7m But to proceed with the narrative: after this sub- || part of the month of February they came in with || many has the gentleman from lowa ? ie 
th, sequent survey had been made, a few cases were || their reports. at oe them here morn- || Mr. COBB. I acknowledge the corn to more am 
ith found in which the sixteenth section, in lieu of || ing after morning. They asked their considera- || than five. I have more than that number. ; 
which lands had been before selected and located, || tion, and an hour or more was wasted in the con- || Mr, LETCHER. | mentioned it to you yes- rahi 
ne fell upon islands in the boundary streams; and || sideration of each. I believe that the action in || terday; but you did not seem disposed to acknowl- a 
bn the question now arises, to which of these lands || regard “to the reports made by the Committee on || edge it then. ee 
h “ ae oe: betas they are entitled = Public a wend * at oo of the || Mr. HENN. There are fourteen propositions 
| o the lands selected under authority of law, in || first session of the last Congress with the passage || from my State; but the committee have not exam- 
md lieu of the missing section sixteen, as shown by || of the Arkansas railroad bill, and the passage of || jned them vet. : 
n the then existing surveys, and disposed of to pur- || the Missouri railroad bill, although they had || Mr LETCHER. Mr. Speaker, is not that mod- ; 
bs chasers; or whether the title is vested in the six- blocked up all the other pe ae ws for the space of || os¢ for a young State! [Laughter.) No more than x 
. ne con wherever found; and now found to be | some five a months oO ree ( ongress, cutting || fourteen! Here is a list, furnished, as I under- a 
” on the islands to which the survey has been ex- || off every other committee from all opportunity || ‘stand, by the Clerk, in which there appear to be of 
. tended, and thus disturb the title of the parties pur- || even to present reports. __ || forty-four bills for independent railroads awaiting am 
% chasing the lands originally selected? If itshould, || Now, sir, if this thing be continued, where is || the action of the committee. There is no sort of aa 
; o the one hand, be held that the executive officers || it to end: Here, on yesterday, we had the old || connection between them at all, unless it may be a 
of-the Government did wrong in stopping their || arrangement of the first session of the last Con- || that one line begins where the other ends. But a 
y surveys on the banks of the rivers, then the six- || gress started with the Wisconsin railroad. The || porethereare bills for forty-four! independent roads ef 
n teenth sections, when discovered, will belong tothe |} whole morning hour was spent, and no result was || 1. come before the House. 4 
A States; if, upon the other hand, it should be held || reached in regard toit. That lies over until Tues- || A s at eived f, hb eel ae 
y that the surveys were right originally, when lim- | day next. This morning the gentleman comes in || ; (J f the Ur a ieaes be le ’ er . rs veer : 
S ited to the heals of the streams, then the lands se- || with other propositions, providing for the confirm- We of , ae an hi one ry an mae O poe. wy 
t lected in lieu of the sixteenth sections are vested in || ation of grants in lieu of sixteenth sections, giving || raeooes thes het ae : 1 bills ae he folios 5 “ 
the States, and the parties in possession are the | the new States two instead of one. Whether || '° ae er ne had signed bills of the follow- %, 
¢ legal owners. The cases can only be settled by |) fractional parts or whole sections, does not affect || mi H bill No. 197 lemental t ‘a 
legal adjudication, and the whole amount involved || the principle. Here is an hour or more gone this || **" act ( ory’ uh WNO. 196) GUupp Oat Ne ® 
in all the cases is but two, thousand acres—or it | morning. Even suppose you decide this question ||”. 8¢* ous a vee +“ ‘s ee ok Ce if eae A 
| may be less. , | to-day; to-morrow morning the gentleman comes || eee Ma | “a 1c81 le Stale Of Valilornia, — ap- a 
| I repeat, that there are only some fifteen or || in with another, and then goes anotherhour. By |, ones : “CEL , bill No. 200 st ‘ . 
twenty cases, and they are all fractional town- || the time he isthrough with the stock on hand, my || H 7 oct. Dous . hi title fe 1 lot No. 49. 
ships, and the whole proceeds are to be given to || friend from Alabama, (Mr. Coxs,] who is prolific, || “\Srcures “- Mousman Bis Tine va Oi ea On ten 
the States for common school purposes, | will come in with an armful—as is usual with || adjoining the town of Prairie du Chien, in the 4 
Mr. ORR. I perceive that the bill which the || him—and then we shall have it for at least a || State of W I a aia eas tie 4 
gentleman has reported is general in its character. || month. {Laughter.] | _ An, act (House bill No. 100) for the relief o i 
Mr. DISNEY. I so stated. Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman allow me to | William Blake.] 4 
Mr. ORR. The gentleman states that there are | reply? | Mr. LETCHER, (resuming.) Mr. Speaker, é 
not more than fifteen or twenty of these cases. | r. LETCHER. Certainly. | I see that Alabama has eight of these bills under a 
suppose he means that only that number have || Mr. COBB. If the gentleman will examine the || consideration, either reported to the House or now }: 
come to the knowledge of the committee. | Calendar he will find, that in proportion to the || before the committee for action; Indiana and Lili- i 
_Mr. DISNEY. Thatisall. But 1 made par- || number reported, more bills from the Committee || nois have each two. bills; Arkansas has two; 4 
ticular inquiries at the land offices, and those are || on the Public Lands were referred to the Com- || Florida has one (f 
all the cases they know of. The information I || mittee of the Whole than from any other com- || Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) Mr. Speaker, is it 
now give to the House, in regard to the number, || mittee of the House. | in order to discuss railroads on this bill ? 0 
is derived from the records of the Land Office itself. || Mr. LETCHER. I suppose that the gentle- || The SPEAKER. lt is not in order. ¥ 
The bill involves only two thousand acres in the | man’s committee and the gentieman’s claims stand Mr. LETCHER. I am merely referring to 4 
whole, applied to all the northwestern States, | uxactly as the reports from the Committee of them by way of illustrating my position. 
where these cases exist, and judicial questions || Claims, of which | am a member, stand here; and The SPEAKER. The question is on referring ; 
will arise if a bill of this sort is not passed, in- || that he has no other right to any greater advant- || the bill reported by the gentleman from Ohio | Me. 4 


volving more cost than the whole value of the 
land involved in it. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 


/age in behalf of the reports from his committee i] Diswer} to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| than should be granted to every other committee | -—_ ee oe seman 
r. iNT t{TH, of Ihnois. Mr. Speak- 





| on this floor. 





478 


er, the 
and asked tor none. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, I do not think that 
Illinois ought to ask for any, after getting two 
millions and a half only two or three years ago. 

The SPEAKER. This discussion is not in 
order. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
ters for the purpose of showing that if the ar- 
rangements now proposed to be carried out by the 


| 
| 


chairman of the Committee on Public Lands shall | 
be carried out here, that it would render it impos- || 
sible—utterly impossible—that any other com- | 
mittee can receive consideration during the balance | 


of this session, and all other committees might as 
well be disbanded at once. 
for the committee of which I am a member that | 
am not willing to have awarded to others. All I 
seek is, that they be all placed on the same foot- 
ing. 
them be oe referred. 
printed, ant 


Let them 


I do not ask anything | 
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| of the chairman, or of any member of any com- | 
| mittee of this body. 


nity to examine them, and inform himself about || 


the facts which they embody. And when this is 
done, then let members be called upon to vote. 


But the gentleman frem Ohio (Mr. Disney].,tells | 


us that this bill is a very simple one—that it con- 
tains but few provisions, and these very simple 
onesa—and that the whole amount of land em- 
braced by it, is probably not more than fifteen 
hundred or two thousand acres. 


It will be recol- || 


lected that on yesterday the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands laid it down asa rule, that 


all the States were to be equalized in respect to the || 
agreed to. 


donations or grants of public lands for the purpose | 
of internal improvement, or for any other purpose. | 
Now you go on here and confirm the titles to the |! 
sections of land already taken by these States, and | 
you award to the States, also, the sixteenth sec- || 


tions which they have not taken. 
these cases will occur no one knows. We only 
know, how many of them are before that commit- 
tee. That is as far as we can go for the present; 
but when we open the door, we will find it a diffi- 
cult matter to close it again We must go on, ac- 
cording to the rule of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and equalize the States in 
their donations and grants. 

Mr. DISNEY (interrupting) made an observa- 
tion, which was, in a great measure, inaudible to 
the reporter; but to the effect that there were only 
a few cases to which this act would have to be 
ee. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well, sir; how many 
of them? Can the gentleman tell us where these 
lands lie? In what States? 

Mr. DISNEY. If the gentleman had paid any 
attention to the facts, he would have known. I 
said they were situated in Alabama, Missouri, and 
lowa. 

Mr. LETCHER. How many acres are re- 
quired for each of these States? 

Mr. DISNEY. From three to four hundred 
acres, 


Mr. LETCHER. And then, in all-probability, 


Indiana will come in here, at the next session, and || 


claim that she may be equalized with each of these 
other States, that have got three or four hundred 
acres, by virtue of this act. 

Mr. DISNEY. This is a general bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. So I understand. It is a 
general bill. You will confirm the title to the land 
taken, and give them, also, all the unoccupied six- 
teenth sections. Itis general in that particular, at 
least. But is it not general further than that? 
Does it not openthe door to those who want to 
get the benefit of the principle, and allow" others 
to come in here and base claims upon this as a 
precedent? 

But the gentleman says the case is simple, and 
easily understood; that he has made an explana- 
tion of the whole matter; and therefore the House 
ought to be prepared to act upon it. The gentle- 
man knows the opinion I entertain in regard to 
him, and that | would impute no improper con- 
duct to him. Bat I have seen bills presented to 
this House, under circumstances similar to those 
under which this has been introduced, which 
have beer passed by this House, but which, from 
misunderstanding, or from a want of opportunity 
to examine them, operated to produce a far differ- 
ent result from that avowed by their friends and 
patrons upon the floor at the time of their passage. 

1 want an opportunity to look inte this thing, 


How many of || 





State of Illinois has applied for no road, and so do the members of this House, I imagine. | 


We do not come here to pin our faith to the sleeve 


Wecome here to examine 
these things, and to vote understandingly upon 
them; butif the rule now sought to be enforced is 


|| adopted, everybody will be cut off except an iso- 
I merely refer to these mat- 


lated individual upon a committee, who has ex- 
amined the matter and given it his attention. 

I hope this bill will be referred to th® Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and there 
take its chance; and that other committees and 
others members of this House, as well as the 
Committee on Public Lands, will have an oppor- 
tunity for the introduction of bills and reports be- 
tween this and the close of the session. 

I move the previous question. 


| The previous question was then seconded, and | 
| the main question ordered to be put. 

When our reports are presented here, let || 
be | 
let every member have an opportu- | 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
upon the passage of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The question is first upon 
the motion to refer the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state’of the Union, and that it be 
printed. 


Is the first question 


The question was taken, and the motion was 


agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are still in order | 


| from the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I move that the House 


resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
| House upon the Private Calendar. 


The question was taken, and the motion was 


Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Mippieswarrn in the chair.) 
The CHAIRMAN. 


the consideration of the committee, is House bill 


| No. 51; which will be read by the Clerk. 








Mr. LETCHER. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the month, and therefore objection day. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 


Is it objection day? 


now commence to take up the cases upon the Cal- | 
endar at the point where objections ceased the | 


: feed | 
last time the committee were in the Committee of | chair, and announced that when the committee 


the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


heirs of Major General Baron De Kalb. 


The bill was then read by the Clerk; and the || 


report was in the process of being read 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


reading be dispensed with. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


in reference to the bill until some day when we 
can have an opportunity to discuss it. 


Mr. JONES. Ido. 
The CHAIRMAN. Then it must go over. 
The next bill in order on the Calendar was Sen- 


ate bill (No. 17) ‘to reimburse to the common | 
| council of New York city expenditures made for | 


the first regiment of New York volunteers.” 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. BISSELL. This bill ought to pass. I 
hope there will be no objection. 

r. JONES. I call for reading of the report. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
gentleman from Tennessee that the Committee 
on Military Affairs concluded to adopt the report 
of the Senate committee. I understand that that 
report has temporarily been mislaid by the Clerk. 


I will, therefore, make a statement to the House || 
It is a very simple one, | 
and the justice of the claim is very apparent. The | 
’ | a-paymaster of the United States Army.”’ 
If debate arises, the bill || 
| Secretary of the Treasury cause to be paid to 
|| Adam D. Steuart, a paymaster of the United 


of the facts of the case. 


committee thought so. 
Mr. HAMILTON. 
must go over. 
Mr. BISSELL. I am not going to debate it, 
but simply to make a statement of the facts of the 
case in the absence of the report. 


and will be read. 

The Clerk then read the report, which is very 
brief; and from which it appears that the bill merely 
proposes to provide for a balance of $3,672 90 of 
disbursements of money actually paid out by the 


. form. 


| the consideration of these claims. 


The first bill in order, for | 


It is the fourth Friday of |, fact to the House, with the names of the absentees. 


, | 
As this re- | 
| port isa very long one,I move that its further || 


I move to amend | 
that tion by di ing with all furtk sti re : 7 
| SORE PAS Py Speers Yee Oh saree Soren || sideration was Senate bill (No. 134) ‘‘for the re- 
|| lief of Allen C. Johnson.” 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
| Tennessee object to its consideration ? 


I will state to the honorable | 


GLOBE. 


’ the equip- 
ment of volunteers for the service of the United 
States, the payment of which was suspended be. 
cause the vouchers therefor were not in the proper 


Common Council of New York city, for 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that the 
principle contained in that bill is wrong; and, ag 
we cannot debate it to-day, I object to its consid. 
eration. 

Mr. BISSELL. I do not like this plan of ob. 
jecting without necessity or reason. 

Mr. JONES. 1 say that I am opposed to the 
principle of the bill, and as it cannot be discussed 
to-day, I object to its consideration. 

The bill was accordingly laid over. 

The bill next in order on the Calendar was Sen- 
ate bill (No. 33) ‘ for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Major Caleb Swan, deceased.” 

The Clerk read the bill and the accompanying 
report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is evident, | 
think, that there is not a quorum present; and that 
very few of those who are here are attending to 
I therefore 
move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Weare attending to them 


| very well, and I trust that the motion will not be 


agreed to. 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 7, noes 75; no quorum. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wrienr, of 


| Pennsylvania, and CuurcHwe te were appointed. 


The question was then taken, and the tellers 


. , : || reportec —ayes 14, noes 79; no quorum voting. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the || P 1 ; : q 7 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Call the roll. 

The roll was then called, and the names of the 
absentees noted; and Mr. Orr taking the chair, 
the Chairman of the committee [Mr. Mropies- 


|| WARTH] reported that the Committee of the Whole 
|| House on the Private Calendar had found itself 


without a quorum, and directed him to report the 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum having 


| answered to their names, the Chairman will resume 


the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN accordingly resumed the 


ss i it indi - 
If no objection be made, || found itself without a quorum, the pending ques 


| that course will be pursued. * The first bill in order || 
| is bill No. 246, for the relief of the children and | 


| tion was upon a motion that the committee rise. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question now 
is upon the passage of Senate bill (No. 33) ** for 
the reliefof thelegal representatives of Major Caleb 


I withdraw the 


| Swan, deceased.”’ 


Objection was then made, and the bill was laid 


| over under the rule. 


The next bill which came up in order for con- 


The bill provides that the Secretary of the 


|| Treasury be directed to cause to be paid to Allen 
|| C. Johnson, of the State of Florida, the value of 
| certain subsistence stores, turned over to him as 
| captain in the Florida militia, at the time of his 


muster out of service, on the 6th of January, 1840, 


| to J. B. Collins, a quartermaster in the service of 


the United States, but not credited to him by the 
said Collins in his returns to the Treasury De- 
partment; the amount so paid not to exceed the 


_ sum of $137 23. 


The report was then read. 

Mr. BISSELL. The Committee on Military 
Affairs have investigated this case very minutely, 
and think that the bill should be passed. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House. 

The next bill whiclt came up in order for the 
consideration of the committee was Senate bill 
(No. 135) ‘for the relief of Adam D. Steuart, 


The bill, which was read, provides that the 


States Army, the sum of $150, the same being the 


| amount paid by him as a fee to Ashley Ringo, for 
The CHAIRMAN. The report has been found, |, 


prosecuting a suit at law for the recovery of the 
sum of $2,000, stolen on board of the steamboat 
Tom Bolin, while the said specie was in his 


" charge, and being transported, for account of the 


| United States, to Little Rock, in Arkansas, in 
| June, 1834. 
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The report was then read. 


No obje¢tion being made, the bill was laid aside, 


to be reported to the House. 


The bill next in order for consideration was 


Senate bill (No, 184) * for the relief of Mrs. 
Elizabeth C. Smith, of Missouri.’ 

The bill provides that the proper accounting of- 
ficers of the Treasury be authorized and directed 
to pay to Mrs. Elizabeth C, Smith, of Missouri, 
for her services as a Ravete in Captain Holeshi- 
der’s company D, of 
Missouri infantry volunteers, from September 16, 
1847, to May 14, 1848, in which she served during 
that time in male attire, and under the assumed 
name of ** Bill Newcom,”’ as well as three months’ 
extra pay provided for by the fifth section of the 
act approved July 19, 1848, in the same manner 
as if she had been properly mustered and regu- 
larly discharged. ; . 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill next in order for consideration was 
Senate bill (No. 264) “for the relief of Samuel 
K. Rayburn.” 

The bill provides that the sum of $105 should 
be paid Samuel K, Rayburn, in full compensation 
for the loss of a horse and equipage in the war 
with Mexico. 

Mr. BISSELL, I believe that in this case there 
is no written report. The facts in the case are 
very plain, and well attested. Rayburn was a 
volunteer in the private mounted volunteers of 
Alabama, from which, in the neighborhood of 
Vera Cruz, he became necessarily separated a 
short time from the balance of the company, and 
in that condition was get upon by aranchero, and 
while pursued by him, he had the misfortune to 
ride into a cistern, partially filled with water, and 
by that means his horse was killed, never being 
taken from the cistern. Rayburn himself remained 
in a very critical condition for some hours, until 
he was extricated from the cistern. As he lost 
not only his horse but all his e uipage, he applied 
to the Department for payment for the loss thereof, 
but as the law provides indemnification for horses 
only when lost in battle, the officers at the head 
of the Department thought that they could not 

allow payment for this one, inasmuch as this one 
was not technically lost in battle. The committee 
were unanimously of the opinion that the amount 


the loss of his horse. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 


to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, 


The next bill in order upon the Calendar was 
House bill (No, 265) ‘‘for the relief of W. D. 
Porter, of the United States Navy.” 

The bill and report having been read, Mr. 
WALSH objected, and the bill was laid over. 

The next bill in order upon the Calendar was 
House bill (No. 266) ‘for the relief of Captain 
E. A. FP. Lavallette, of the United States Navy.”’ 

The bill, which was read through by the Clerk, 

rovides for payment of the sum of $346 67 to 
lias A. F, avallette, a captain of the United 
States Navy, the said sum being the amount paid 
by the said Captain Lavallette to Lawrenge Car- 
ona, who acted as interpreter to the forces under 
Captain Lavallette, while he was discharging the 
duties of civil and military Governor of Mazat- 
Jan, in Mexico, from October, 1847 to June, 1848. 

Mr. LANE. There is no need of reading the 

report; the bill explains itself. 

Mr. CHANDLER Ican assure the House 

that the bill is a just and proper one. 
% fre was no objection, and the bill was accord- 
ingly laid aside, to be reported to the House. 


The next bill that came up in order was House 
bill (No. 267) «for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of ae William Davis, late com- 
ene the United States transport schooner 

ufala. 


The bill, which was read through b t 
provides that there be paid to the legal oar! 
atives of Captain William Davis, late commander 
of the United States schooner Eufala, $360 in ful! 
compensation of all 


claims against the United 
States, for and on account of the wages or Services 


of said William Davis, as commander of said 








transport. 
Mr. BISSELL. There is No written report in 
this case, but the facts are these: Mr. Davig was 


elonel Gilpiv’s re iment of || 
Pp g 
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employed in transporting supplies 


during the war with Mexico. In the fall of 184s, 
while at New Orleans, he was ordered to proceed 
to Philadelphia by sea with his schooner. 
| ata time when, for several successive days, the 


| from New Orleans but never reached 
nor did his schooner, 


justed his accounts up to the time 


for anything beyond that 
| that Congress should doit. 


| ary state of things, have reached 
and that is what we have done. 


aside, to be reported to the House. 


pay to the widow of Ca tain John W 
he bill directs the 


of his death. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana 
versant with the case. 





read the report. 


Mr. LANE. I move to amend 


| Officers, 


to object to the amendment ? 
Mr. COBB. I do. 





to the amendment. 


Mr. LANE. Then I withdraw 
ment. 


There being no objection to the bill 


stead.”’ 


laid over. 


Hamilton.” 





wounds received in battle. 
The report on the case was read. 


No objection being made, the bill wag laid aside 


to be reported to the House. 


The next bill which came up for consideration 


|| most violent gales Swept over the Gulf. He started 


nor any of those who were 
with him. The Quartermaster General has ad- 


New Orleans, but he says he had no 


» though he recommends 
The committee thought 
| it right to allow pay to his representatives up te 

the time when he would naturally, under the ordi- 


There being no objection to the bill, it was laid 


The bill next in order on the Calendar was | 
Senate bill (No. 155) “granting five years’ half|| Mr. JONES. I would lik 
. Gunnison.” || 


ecretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Mrs. Gunnison, widow of 


tain John W. Gunnison, deceased, upon the list 

| Of pensions, and pay to her, for the term of five 

| years, from the Ist of January, 1854, half the | 
pay to which her husband was entitled at the time 


The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read. 


- Oh, weare all con- 


Mr. HENDRICKS. It is hardly necessary to | 


striking out * five years,’’ and inserting * ten 
| years”’ in lieu thereof, so as to place Mrs. Gun- 
| nison on the same footing as the widows of other 


Mr. COBB. I must object to the amendment, 
| although otherwise { have no objection to the bill. 


Mr. LANE. Dol understand the 


Mr. LANE. Why it merely proposes to place | 
Mrs. Gunnison on the same footing as the wid- | 
ows of officers killed in the service. Her husband 
was clearly in service at the time of his death. | 

Mr. COBB. I do not object to the bill, but only | 


laid aside to be reported to the House. 
The bill next in order on the Calendar was Sen- | 
ate bill (No. 117) ‘for the relief of Moses Olm- 


The Clerk read the bill, which directs the Sec- ne. ; i; i ice f ; 
retary of the Interior to place the name of Moses | 1°12; continued in said service for See rt WOH 
Olmstead on the list of invalid pensioners, and 
| pay him during his life a pension of eight dollars | 

a month, commencing January, 1853. os in the follow; pe 

AL, WALSH objected to the bill, and it was || Wound, he joined his troop in the fo owing spring, 


The next bill in order upon the Calendar was | I . ball. thes killing a second } . 
Senate bill (No. 100) ‘for the relief of Mary C. | ot him while in, the seme Killing @ second hors 


The bill was read through. It provides that 
Mrs. Hamilton shall receive such pension, com- 
mencing from the day of the death of her husband, - aff hich h disch d. Short! 
as she would have been entitled to had he died of | ipamesi after which he was dise msi parser 4 
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termine SS 


to our Army two months; that his right eye went out the sec. 
ond day, and the left in nine days; and that he 
has ever since been totally blind, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
} if the individual in this case applied to the Pen- 
sion Office. It seems to me that this is a case 
which comes clearly within the general law, and 
that the petitioner, upon application at the proper 
Department, could have received a pension. 
Mr. DENT. The papers accompanying the 


petition show that he never did make application 
for a pension. 


It was 
Philadelphia, 


when he left 
power to pay 


Mr. JONES. The general law provides for all 
cases where the disability was incurred In the ser- 
vice of the United States. 

Mr. DENT. Ido not suppose that the peti- 
tioner ever applied at the Pension Office. As the 
facts were reported to us, the committee came to 


the conclusion that the case Was a very meritori- 
ous one. 


Philadelphia, 


e to know why the 
| petitioner did not apply to the proper Department. 
| There being no objection, the bill was laid 
Cap- |! aside to be reported to the House, with a rec: 


Nie 
mendation that it pass. 


The bill next in order upon the Calendar for 
consideration was House bill (No. 269) * to create 
and provide a pension for David Towle.”’ 

The bill provides that the petitioner be placed 
upon the pension rolls at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, from the 5th of April, 1843. 

The report accompanying the bill shows that 
the petitioner, on the Lath of April, 1813, enlisted 
for one year as corporal in the thirty-third regi- 
ment of the United States infantry, commanded 
by Colonel Isaac Lane; that the regiment to which 
he belonged marched to Boston, and from that 
place were afterwards ordered to march to Con- 
cord, in August, during excessively hot weather, 
and that from the exhaustion consequent upon the 
march at that time, he suffered so much as to dis- 
qualify him from performing labor of any kind. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

The bill next in order upon the Calendar was 
House bill (No. 270) «to provide a pension for 
| Captain Thomas Porter.” 
||, The bill provides that the name of the petitioner 
be placed upon the pension rolls of invalid pen- 
sioners, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, 
from March, 1831, taking from such amount the 
Sum or sums as have heretofore been paid to him 
by way. of pension. 

The report was read by the Clerk. 

It seems that Thomas Porter entered the service 
in Captain James A. McClelland’s troop of vol- 
unteer light dragoons, in the month of October, 


the bill by 


gentleman 


the amend- 


,it was then 


severely wounded at the battle of Missinoway on 
the 19th December, 1812. His horse was killed 
in said battle. Partially recovering ‘from said 


and marched to Fort Meigs; was in the first sieve 
of said fort; at which place he was slightly wounded 


for him while in the attitude of mounting. He 
continued in the service till the close of the cam- 
paign, partaking in all the engagements of his 
squadron, and terminating with the battle of the 


after leaving the volunteer service he received, 
without solicitation on his part, the appointment 
of ensign in the 16th regiment United States in- 
fantry; and soon thereafter, without solicitation, 
the additional appointment from President Monroe 


|| Of assistant deputy quartermaster general, with 
was House bill (No. 268) to provide a pension | 


for James K. Welch. 


The bill, which was read, provides that the | 
name of James K. Welch be placed upon the 
pension roll at eight dollars a month, from the 
first day of January, 1854, to continue during his 


natural life. 


The report was then read, from which it ap- 
pears that the petitioner enlisted in the service of 
the United States in February, 1846, as a privese 
| in company K, of the sixth regiment of in 
of the regular Army; that while at Vera Cruz, 
about 8th June, in 1846, exposed to drilling and 


much fatigue in the heat of the sun 


became sun-struck, and was put under charge of 
the surgeon. He becoming worse, was put in the 
hospital at Vera Cruz, and remained there about | 


orders to repair to Carlisle, in the State of Penn. 
sylvania. He accepted the appointment; and 
promptly repaired to the post assigned him, and 
there continued in the full discharge of his duties 
until peace was made. In the winter of 1814 and 
1815 he felt serioug inconvenience from the wounds 
he had previously received, and ‘was confined to 
his bed for some weeks in consequence thereof. 
From the month of October, 1819, in consequence 
of said wounds, he has been confined to his bed, 
his crutches, and his staff. His sufferings have 
been great, beyond the power of language to ex- 
press. The greater part of the thigh bone below 


antry, 


» petitioner | where the ball passed has been extracted, and has 
left great inflammation, and a constant run ing 
sore. The Army surgeons certify to the disabil- 


ity, and believe that it was brought on by severe 
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service and exposure in the winter of 1814 and 
1815. Whe muster-roll bas a note, showing that 
Captain Porter had his horse killed at Fort Meigs, 
his suddle, holsters, and pistols torn to pieces, and 
that he immediately supplied himself with another 
horse. And there is abundant testimony going to 
show that Captain Porter served his country gal- 
lantly and faithfully in every position in which 
he was placed; that in so doing he has received 
wounds which make him an invalid for life; that 
he is poor and needy; that the country owes him 
a debt of gratitude, and ought to pay it liberally 
and promptly. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
again be read. 

The bill was again read through by the Clerk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The following amendment 
to the bill is pending: 

Add thereto the words— 

** And the amount found due under the provisions of this 


uct shall be paid to the children of said Captain Thomas 
Porter.” 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. As I stated to the 
House the other day, since the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions reported this bill for the benefit of 
Captain Thomas Porter, he has died. He has, 
however, left four children, and I offered this 
amendment to give the pension that was due him 
to those children. 

It will be recollected that I stated the other day 
that the disability occurred in consequence of his 
wounds being aggravated by exposure while he 
was a captain; that he saheidinead proofs to this 
Liouse of that fact; and that the member of Con- 
press from his district had a special act passed 
giving him eight dollars per month. It appears 
that the passage of that special act prevented his 
name being placed upon the pension roll, as it 
should have been, at twenty dollars per month. 

A Memper. Does he leave a ident 

Mr. LANE. He does not; but there are four 
children. 

Mr. WALSH. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman what are the ages of the children ? 

Mr. LANE. Two of the children are young, 
unmarried women, who are now living with and 
are supported and sustained by a connection of 
the late Captain Porter by marriage. They are 
entirely destitute. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
gentleman when the application was first made to 
Congress? 

Mr. LANE. In 183], I think. 

Mr. HAMILTON. When was the pending 
application made? 

ir. LANE. This session. I will state, how- 
ever, for the information of the gentleman, that 
some eight or twelve years ago an application was 
made to the Department for a pension, and the 
Department, believing that Congress had had the 
subject under consideration, declined to place Cap- 
tain Porter’s name on the pension roll. 

Mr. LETCHER. I believe that if debate arises 
the bill muat go over? 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the rule. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then let it go over. 

Mr. DENT. I hope no one will debate it, but 
that the amendment will be adopted. 1 investi- 
gated the papers in this case, and knoW that it is 
a very plain and meritorious one. If the commit- 
tee does not understand the case, [ would like to 
state the circumstances, and why the amendment 
is necessary. It is a very peculiar case. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let theamendment be read, 
that we may know what it is first. 

The Clerk again read the amendment. 

Mr. DENT. Now, sir, by your leave, I will 
make a statement. The papers in this case were 
placed in my hands for investigation. After the 
eeport was made eut—indeed, on the very morning 
when it was to be submitted—news came that 
Captain Porter was dead. The amendment was 
otlered for the purpose of giving the benefits of the 
pension which he was entitled to to his family. It 
appears that he has received only eight dollars a 
anonth since 1831, when in fact he was entitled to 
a captain's pension. 


[ ask that that bill may 


Mr. LETCHER. And do you propose to | 


give him the difference between eight dollars a 
month and a captain’s pension back to 1831? 

Mr. DENT. We do. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
bill. 

The bill was accordingly laid over. 


I would inquire of the | 


Well, then, I object to the | 


The bill next in order on the Calendar was 
House bill (No. 272) ‘* for the relief of Daniel 
Bedinger’s heirs.”’ 

The Clerk read the report which accompanied 
the bill. 

Mr. HAMILTON objected to the bill, and it 


was passed over. 


The bill next in order on the Calendar was 
House bill (No. 273) ‘‘ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel John H. Stone.” 

The bill was read through. It provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury be authorized and di- 
rected to pay out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated to the legal represent- 
atives of Colonel John H. Stone the half pay of 
colonel in the continental line of the Army of the 
United States, said pay to commence August I, 
1779, and to terminate October 5, 1804, the day 
of his death, the same being then due and unpaid 
in virtue of the resolution of Congress of August 
17, 1776. 

The report was then read, but— 

Mr. MILLSON objecting, the bill was laid 
over under the rules. 

The next bill which came up in order for con- 
sideration was House bill (No. 274) ‘for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Colonel Willis Rid- 
dick, deceased.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As the gentleman 

| who made the report in this case is not present, I 
think that the case had better lie over. 

So objection being made, the bill was laid over 
under the rules. 

The case next in order upon the Calendar was 
a report, (No. 106,) being ‘‘a resolution to refer 
the petition of Isaac S. Bowman, son and execu- 
tor of Isaac Bowman, deceased, to the Secretary 
of the Interior for liquidation under the act of 
July 5, 1832.” 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As this is a case 
of the same character with the last, and as the 
gentleman who reported it is not present, and it 
ought not to be passed without discussion, I ob- 
ject to its consideration now. 


So objection being made, the case was laid over 


under the rules. 
The bill next in order upon the Calendar was 


Lewis.”’ 


The bill provides that the name of the petitioner | 
| be placed upon the pension rolls. of the United | 


States, at the rate of eight dollars per month, from 
the first of January, 1850, to continue during his 
natural life. 

The report in this case shows that the petitioner 


served his country about four years; that he was || 


| in military service, under the command of General 
Jackson, for two years, and took part in the bat- 


tles on the southern frontier, where he received || 
wounds, and that subsequently, in carrying an | 
express from the army to Nashville, he was | 


thrown from his horse, and so severely injured as 
to amount to total disability. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
The next bill in order on the Calendar was 


House bill (No. 276) ‘ for the relief of William | 


Mayo, of the State of Maine.” 
| The bill (which was read ) authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to increase the pen- 


sion now received by William Mayo, of the State | 
of Maine, three dollars per month from January 1, | 
1854, making thereby the said William Mayo’s | 

ension eight dollars per month during his natural || 


ife. 
The report (which was read) shows, that Wil- 
liam Mayo, of Belfast, Maine, was in the United 


States service as an ordinary seaman, and that | 
while in the service he became disabled, and was | 
left at the port of Rio Janeiro, at the hospital; that | 


owing to want of proper medical treatment, he lost 


his eye-sight ere he was returned to his home; that | 
he has applied for, and received a pension from 


the Government, of five dollars per month, 25th 
February, 1846. 


The proof of service and of his disability is 
complete, he being entirely blind, and without a || 


connection to rely upon for aid or protection. 


There was no objection, and the bill was laid | 


aside to be reported to the House. 
Ihe next bill in order on the Calendar was 
|| House bill (No. 277). ‘for the relief of James 
|) Walsh.” 
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| The bill (which was read) authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 
James Walsh, of the District of Columbia, upon 

| the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of eich; 
dollars per month, to commence on the Ist day of 
es 1854, and to continue during his natural 
life. 

The report (which was read) shows that James 
Walsh was in the service of the United States, as 
a private soldier, from the 6th of December, 1836 
until May 4, 1849, with the exception of a few 
months; that at each expiration of his time he wag 
honorably discharged, except that, on one occasion, 
he is reported as under ordinary disability, which 
continued only one month and nine days. 

He also proves that at the battle of Molino de| 
Rey, in Mexico, September 8, 1847, he was 
wounded in the left foot by a shet, which now 
renders him, as appears by the certificate of Sur- 
geon Wotherspoon, of the United States Army, 

| entirely incapacitated from earning his livelihood 
by manual labor, and that he is now an inmate 

| of the military asylum, in the District of Colum. 
bia. 

| ‘Ihere was no objection, and the bill was laid 

| aside, to be reported to the House. 


The bill next in order on the Calendar was 
House bill (No. 278) ‘for the relief of Jesse R. 
| Faulkner, of Missouri.”’ 
| The bill (which was read) directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Jesse R. 
Faulkner, of Missouri, on the pension roll of the 
| United States, at the rate of eight dollars per 
/month during his natural life, commencing Jan- 
| uary 1, 1854. 
| No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House. 


| _The bill next in order on the Calendar was 
House bill (No. 279) “for the relief of Albro 
Tripp.” 

he bill was read. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Albro Tripp upon the invalid pension 
roll, at the rate of ten dollars per month, in lieu of 
the four dollars per menth which he is entitled to 
under the law passed May 4, 1852, to commence 


'| the Ist of December, 1851, and continue during his 
House bill (No. 275) *‘ for the relief of James M. | 


natural life, the sum he has received under said act 
of May 4, 1852, to be deducted therefrom. 

The second section repeals an act passed May 
4, 1852, *‘ for the relief of Albro Tripp.” 

The report accompanying the bill was then 
read. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I would ask the gentleman 
who reported this bill why the person for whose 
benefit this bill is designed is to have a pension of 
| ten dollars a month instead of eight Galiate,-or 
whatever the usual sum is? I think there should 
be uniformity in the granting of these pensions. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I do not see the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Curisman] who re- 
ported this bill in his place, but there seems to 
| have been a half disability established by the ev:- 
dence; the petitioner seems to have beena captain. 
A disabled captain’s full pension is twenty dollars 
a month, half of which would be tén dollars; and 
it is on that that the bill is based. The report 
shows that he was a captain, but that Congress 
did noteunderstand that fact when the former bill 
for his relief was passed. 

There being no objection to tke bill, it was laid 
| aside, to be reported to the House. 


Bills of the following titles next came up in or- 
der, and were objected to, as indicated below: 

No. 281. A bill for the relief of Brigadier Gen- 
[By Mr. Lang, of Indiana. } 

No, 282. A bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Colonel Francis Vigo. [By Mr. 
HamitTon. } 

S. No. 54. An act for the relief of Priscilla C. 
Simonds. [By Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee.] 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
the committee do now rise and report the bills 
which have been ordered to be laid aside to be 
reported to the House with the recommendation 
that they do pass. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose and the Speaker 
| having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. Miv- 
| DLESWARTH] reported that the Committee of the 
|| Whole Househad had the Private Calendar under 
\| consideration; and had directed him to report sun- 








